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MARCH 17, 2011, 12:30 PM 

At Board 18, Nary a Whisper of Kruger 

By JAVIER C. HERNANDEZ 

Emily Berl for The New York Times Business as usual: Dorothy Turano, district manager of Community 
Board 18 in Brooklyn and close associate of the newly criminally accused State Senator Carl Kruger, at 
Wednesday’s meeting. 

A federal corruption investigation into State Senator Carl Kruger has upended politics in 
Brooklyn and dominated conversations across the borough. Everywhere, it seems, but at 
Community Board 18 , in his home district. 

The board, which has many ties to Mr. Kruger, met on Wednesday night for the first time 
since federal investigators accused Mr. Kruger of taking more than $i million in bribes. 

But over the course of a packed two-hour meeting near the Kings Plaza shopping mall on 
.Flatbush Avenue in the Mill Basin neighborhood, there was no mention of scandal or any 
acknowledgment of Mr. Kruger. The only thing out of the ordinary was a vase of flowers 
and heart-shaped balloon sitting on the desk of Dorothy Turano, who has led the board as 
district manager for 22 years. 

Ms. Turano, 73 , is a trusted companion of Mr. Kruger; he had all but moved in to a 
multimillion-dollar mansion in Mill Basin with her and her two sons, according to a 
criminal complaint filed by the United States attorney in Manhattan earlier this month. 
Neighbors described Mr. Kruger and Ms. Turano as a couple, though Mr. Kruger 
appeared to be closest to one of Ms. Turano’s sons, Michael, according to the complaint. 

While Ms. Turano was not accused of wrongdoing, prosecutors portrayed the community 
board as a political tool of Mr. Kruger. 

On Wednesday, it was business as usual for Ms. Turano. Wearing a fuchsia blazer, she 
smiled, thanked board members for the flowers and blew a kiss to a police officer. As 
news media cameras tracked her every move, she fielded complaints about broken lamps 
and dangerous stretches of highways. 

After the meeting, Ms. Turano declined to be interviewed and did not respond when 
asked if she would stay on as district manager. 
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MARCH 15, 2011, 3:07 PM ET 

Menendez Hit Over Money Linked to Albany 
Corruption 

Republicans attacked New Jersey Sen. Robert Menendez, a 
Democrat, for not giving up thousands of dollars in donations from a 
real-estate developer charged in an Albany corruption case . 

Aaron Malinsky, the developer, faces federal conspiracy and money- 
laundering charges for allegedly funneling secret cash payments to 
New York state Sen. Carl Kruger. On Monday, aides to Sens. Charles 
Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, both New York Democrats, said they 
were donating to charities the $250 that Malinsky gave to each of 
them last August. 

Menendez has gotten much more money from Malinksy. In 2008, he 
received $2,300, and Federal Election Commission records stretching 
back to 2003 show Menendez and his affiliated political action committee received more than- $20,000 from the developer. 

The National Republican Senatorial Committee also pointed to more than $13,000 in other donations Malinksy relatives 
and employees have made to Menendez. 

“It’s striking that as his fellow senators rid themselves of their tainted campaign cash, Sen. Menendez is silent on not just 
his own Malinsky money, but also his relationship” with the developer, said NRSC spokesman Chris Bond. 

Menendez’s campaign issued a statement saying the senator “believes in honoring the highest ethical standards. He will 
conduct a thorough review of the facts and then make a decision about these contributions.” 

A a lawyer for Malinsky decline to comment. 

Federal prosecutors in Manhattan unsealed a criminal complaint last week charging Malinsky and others funneied bribes 
to Kruger and a close associate, as they sought to gain government approvals and in some cases taxpayer financing for 
real-estate development deals. ■ 
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Queens Assemblyman Anthony Semmeno indicted in 

$1 M favor-selling scam 

BY THOMAS ZAMBITO 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER 

Thursday, December 1 1th 2008, 2:24 AM 

SSa 9 cSif^SioT blyman Anth0ny Semineri0 Was indided Wednesda y on he sold his clout in 

The 73-year-old lawmaker faces 20 years in prison for taking payoffs from businesses trying to buy his influence. 

The indictment doubles the amount Seminerio was accused of pocketing when he was busted on Sept. 10. 

The feds say the veteran Democrat - who has spent three decades in the state Leaislature - set uo a hnm ,<= 
consulting firm called Marc Consultants to collect cash from businesses 9 S6t U P a bogus 

year'™eme min<!ri ° USed access to slate la ” mak “ » *V to win them favorable treatment in an eight- 

2? “n ■ ' semtofo “ 3 «“ "> •» 

23 “<m^^ a " adrataal 

2l f Hu S n^ e J lert » d !° f ® min f ri0 ' s scheme by disgraced labor leader and Queens pol Brian McLannhltn who has 
S^b^ P ‘ ,0n Char96S inV ° IVinS $2 ‘ 2 mi " i0n in CaSh ' IUXUry cars and °‘ her P a ' rks - 

McLaughlin introduced Seminerio to an undercover FBI agent posing as a businessman sources sav The aaent 
paid Seminerio $25,000 to introduce him to several Albiny lawmakers, prosecutors Tay 

"a* tapreaented southern. Queens since 1 978. He's accneed of def, ending 

His lawyer has said he was trying to work out a plea deal. 
tzambito@nvdailvnews.com 
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jSeminerio indicted 


.December 10, 2008 

j i 

'Federal -prosecutors have obtained. a corruption indictment. against Queens Assemblyman. 
Anthony Seminerio; formalizing a criminal complaint lodged- in September. ; i 

jTiie indictment accuses- the veteran lawmaker of using his- clout in. Albany in- exchange for payoffs! 
(from a- hospital and. other organizations. The money Was Tunneled through a Marc. Consultants a 1 
•firm set up by Seminerio in 2000; The brief filing by acting U.S. Attorney Lev Dassin covers. a lot I 
of the same territory as -the original criminaleornplaint, offering few additfohaldetails. 

! ' . i 

jit does, however, say that Seminerio pocketed- "approximately $1 million" in ill-gotten gains - 
(double the amount cited three months ago-. ■ 

'last month, the Daily News reported thatSeminerio was tryihg to -negotiate- a plea, bargain that ! 
Iwould spare, him jail time. I 


jFUll text of the indiement after the jump. 

'UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
’SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
I" ^ 

•UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : INDICTMENT 
j-v- : 08 Cr. 

ANTHONY SEMINERIO,: 

Defendant 

i* - 

r 

’COUNT ONE 

•(Scheme to Defraud the Public of Honest Services) 

IThe Grand Jury charges: 
iSeminerio’s- DutyOf Honest. 

.Services To New York State Citizens 
t Since in or about 1 : 978, ANTHONY SEMINERIO, the 
defendant, .has served as a member of the New York State Assembly 
.(-the “Assembly")-, representing. New York’s 38th Assembly district. 

•As a member of the Assembly, SEMINERIO’s official duties have 
included- voting on legislation, acting as a public advocate on 
’behalf of constituents and-others, and .discussing, persuading and 
, -influencing other legislators with, respect to- matters before the 
.Assembly. SEMINERIO has made approximately $79, 500 base pay 
iannually as a member of the Assembly. 

,2. As . a member of the Assembly, ANTHONY SEMINERIO, 

-the defendant, owed a duty . of honest Services to the citizens of 




jNew Ybfk State; S EMIN ERlO’s duty ofhonesisen/i&es arGse. IrT 
part, from 'Various provisions ofiNew York state law. which 

]2 , . ■' - ■ ■ 

prohibit pubiic offidals fromraeGe.pting payments in connection 
with, official- acts, from laboring, under conflicts of interest, 
s and from using their offices to .extort illegal, payments. More 
.specifically, New York state law makes it a crime for a- member of 
the Assembly to receive payments of any kind for taking official 
action. See NY. Public Officersiaw § 77. NewYork law also ' 
imposes a duty on elected officials, including' members of the 
Assembly, to avoid any business or professional, engagements, that 
are in. substantiai.cbhflict with the proper discharge of their 
official duties. See N.Y. Public Officers Law § 74(2). Members 
of the Assembly are required to disclose, on an annual basis, 

“the nature and amount of any income in excess -of $1 ,000,” 
jincludihg “consultant-fees, 1 ’ See N.Y; Public Officers law §§.73- 
ja(2)(a) and (3). Notwithstanding the foregoing, however, New 
[York's public disclosure law permits a member of the New York 
State legislature -.(the “Legislature") to report income earned 
from a business “by the name of the- entity and not by the name of 
the individual customers, clients ortenahts . . , Id. ' 

OverView Of The SchemeToDefraud 

3. From in oraboutApri!:2000, through and- including 

in or about September 2008, ANTHONY SEMINERIO, the defendant, 

(engaged in a scheme to defraud the public of his honest services 

[as a member of the. Assembly by using.an alleged- consulting -.firm; 

(named .Mafc Consultants, to .solicit and receive “consulting”' 

j3 

payments from persons arid entities havingbusiness before the 
State of New York. In truth and in fact-, however, .SEMiNERIQ- did 
little-, or no consulting, work. Rather, SEMINERIO received 
approximately $1 million, from -various-entities with business- 
before the State, of New York, .inconnection withhis position, as 
a member ofthe Assembly and with the performance of his official' 
(duties, resulting in favorable treatment for those persons and/or 
(entities iri N ew York State ©over n merit The entities that made 
(these payments to SEMINERIO included, among others, hospitals-and 
ireiated entities, a consulting firm associated with an 
■educational institution, and a firm: engaged in. marketing: 
isuppiemental insurance packages to public institutions. Because 
(New York’s Rublic Officeralaw permits, a member of the 
legisiature tp-discldse income in- the name of a; business* .rather 
[then in the names- of the actual, clients ofthat business, 

(SEMINERIO was able to use Marc-Consultants to conceal his stream, 
jof corrupt payments from public scrutiny, 

.statutory Allegation, 

|4. From in or about April 2000, through and including 
jin or about- September 2008, in -the Southern District-of New York 
tand elsewhere; ANTHONY SEMINERIO, the defendant, unlawfully, 
[willfully; and’ knowingly, having, devised and intending to devise 
ascheraeahdartificetodeffaudthepublie.ofhis honest . ‘ 
(services, and for obtaining money arid property by means of false 
(4 ' 

■ahd fraudulent pretenses, . representations, and promises, for the 
purpose :of executing, such, scheme and artifice arid attempting, sp 
•tp ^Oi^ffi.#i a pejrii|.ppst office andauffiorized depositoryfo^ 
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( 


jfnail matter~al^ -thlFtg' to'b&^'HtahW' ^©livS^^y ’'the ”' T " " - — , 

[Postal Service, and deposited and cgused to be deposited a matter .. I 

jand .thing to- be sent and delivered- by a private a,nd. commercial 
,interstate canfier„and tdok and received therefrom sueh matter 

jand thing, and knowihgly caused to be delivered 'by mail- arid such i 

[carrier aceording to the direction, thereon, andaf the place at ' ; 

iwhich it was directedto . be delivered by- the person -to. whom -it I 

[was addressed, such matter and thing, to wit, SEMINERIO, while ... 

[serving as a member of the .New York State Assembly, and in ■ .• . , I 

iconriection with his official position as a membefofthe'NewYork i 

State Assembly; sentandreceived. materials. using the U-S. mail I 

and .a commerciaT iritefstate carrier to solicit arid: receive a - s 

stream of corrupt payments from- persons and eritities-havirig , . ■ j 

business before the State of New York, and disguised those . ! 

corrupt.paymentsas.feesfor purported. eonsultirig.services. j 

(Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1341 arid 1346.) - - 

{Forfeiture Allegation - , 

5, As a result of- committing the honest services ' ; 

fraud, offense .alleged iri Count One=of this Indictment;, ANTHONY | 

SEMINERlO./fhedefendant, shall forfeit to the United States-, i 

pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section- 981 (a)(1)(C) ! 

S' . 

and Tjtle.,28, (United States Code, Section 2461, all property, 

real andpersonai; that 6oristifutes-or1s.defiVed ; from proceeds 1 ' | 

traceable- to. the Commission of the offehsei.. including but not 

limited to a sum of $1 million in United States currency - - - ; 

representing; the amount-gf .proceeds obtained as a result of the ■ • I 

offense; ' ' j 

Substitute. Assets Provision ' 

6, If any ofthe above-described forfeitable ‘ ! 

property, as a result of any act of omission of the defendants: I 

(1) cannot be located upon the-exercise -Of due 

diligence;, , - • j 

(2) ; has.-beeh transferred or soid to, or deposited' ; 

with, a third person; ‘ \ 

*(3) has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of ' 

[the Court; ' ' ■ - ■ ‘ ; 

(4) has-been substantially, diminished- in value; 

or . • • " ■ ; 

j(5);iha$ beeri' commingled with other property which 

[cannot be subdivided without difficulty;. i 

I 6 - ■' ! 

jit is the intent of the United States, pursuant to Title 21, i 

[United States Code, Section 853(p)„ to. seek forfeiture of any 

'other property of said defendants up tothe value ofthe above- ! 

[forfeitable property. 

(Title 18, United: States,€6de, Section . 98T and T 

’Title 28, United States Code, Sectiorc246t) 

FOREPERSON- LEV L. DASS1N " " " ' ' — i 

Acting United States Attorney ‘ 

B.y Bill Hammon d on Dec e mbe r 10, 2008.6:21 Piyi J ' 
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Newsday.com 

Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio indicted 

December 10, 2008 
NEW YORK 

A federal grand jury in Manhattan has indicted 
Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio on a charge of taking 
$1 million in illegal payments. 

Seminerio is charged with one count of honest services 
mail fraud. If convicted, the 73 -year-old faces up to 20 
years in prison. 

Seminerio already was accused by federal authorities of 
creating a bogus consulting firm to hide payments to him 


Federal authorities say that between 2000 and September 
of this year, Seminerio used that firm to solicit and 
receive payments from people who wanted access to 
lawmakers and favorable treatment in Albany. . 

After-hours messages left at the lawmaker's offices and the- office of his lawyer weren't immediately 
returned. 



Copyright 2008 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast 
rewritten, or redistributed. ’ 
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Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio indicted 
The Associated Press 
2008-12-11 02:49:28.0 
Current rank: # 1,657 of 5,966 

NEW YORK - 

A federal grand jury in Manhattan has indicted Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio on a charge of taking $1 million in illegal 
payments. 

Seminerio is charged with one count of honest services mail fraud. If convicted, the 73-year-old faces up to 20 years in 
prison. 

Seminerio already was accused by federal authorities of creating a bogus consulting firm to hide payments to him. 

Federal authorities say that between 2000 and September of this year, Seminerio used that firm to solicit and receive 
payments from people who wanted access to lawmakers and favorable treatment in Albany. 

After-hours messages left at the lawmaker's offices and the office of his lawyer weren't immediately returned. 


Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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Criminal Charges 

Get aggressive help from America's Criminal 
Defense Group. Call now. 
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Criminal Tax Fraud Alert 

Are you looking at a 6 figure IRS problem? 
That's ourspecialty. 
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Queens Assemblyman Pinched For Mail Fraud 

Posted on Wednesday, 10 of December , 2008 at 8:03 pm 


NEW YORK— A federal grand jury in Manhattan returned an indictment Wednesday 
charging Anthony Seminerio, a New York State Assemblyman, with one count of honest 
services mail fraud. 

Seminerio, who has served as a member of the Assembly representing New York's 38th 
Assembly district in Queens since approximately 1978, was previously charged in a 
criminal complaint filed in federal court on Sept. 9. 

According to the indictment filed in Manhattan federal court, from approximately April 
2000 through September 2008, Seminerio defrauded the public of his honest services as 
a member of the Assembly by using an alleged consulting firm, Marc Consultants, to 
solicit and receive "consulting" payments from persons and entities having business 
before the State of New York. 

Prosecutors say Seminerio, however, did little or no consulting work. Instead, he 
received approximately $1 million from various entities with business before the State of 
New York, in connection with his position as a member of the Assembly and with the 
performance of his official duties, resulting in favorable treatment for those entities in 
New York State Government. The entities that made these payments included hospitals 
and related entities; a consulting firm associated with an educational institution; and a 
firm engaged in marketing supplemental insurance packages to public institutions. 

If convicted, Seminerio, 73, of Queens, faces a maximum sentence of 20 years' 
imprisonment on the charge set forth in the indictment. 12-10-08 
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Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio Indicted 

12/1 0/2008, 9:49 p.m. ET 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) A federal grand jury in Manhattan has indicted Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio on a charge of taking $1 million in illegal payments. 

Seminerio is charged with one count of honest services mail fraud. If convicted, the 73-vear-old 
faces up to 20 years in prison. 


Seminerio already was accused by federal authorities of creating a bogus consulting firm to hide 
payments to him. - ' 

Federal authorities say that between. 2000 and September of this year, Seminerio used that firm 
to solicit and receive payments from people who wanted access to lawmakers and favorable 
treatment in Albany. 

After-hours messages left at the- lawmaker's, offices and the office of his lawyer weren't 
immediately returned. . - 


Copyright 2008 syracuse.com. Alt Rights Reserved. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008 

Two-Ton Tony indicted 

QNS. DEM HIT WITH FRAUD RAP 
By BRUCE GOLDING, NY Post 

Veteran Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio was indicted for fraud 
yesterday after plea negotiations in 
his corruption case apparently broke 
down. 

The Manhattan federal court 
indictment boosted to $1 million the amount of cash the Queens 
Democrat is charged with collecting through an eight-year, 
influence-peddling scheme. 

In early September, federal authorities charged that Seminerio 
pocketed money in exchange for access to Albany lawmakers. 

Payments allegedly went to a bogus consulting outfit linked to the 
Assemblyman. 

Defense lawyer Ira Cooper, who was reportedly trying to cut a deal 
for 73-year-old pol, didn't return a call for comment. 

POSTED BY QUEENS CRAPPER AT 6:58 AM 




Artwork by Jerry Rotondi 


"Let us dare to read, think, speak 
and write." - John Adams, 1765 


THE OFFICIAL MASCOT 
OF QUEENS CRAP 



SPOTTED A PIECE OF 
QUEENS CRAP IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY? 
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Great picture! I almost feel bad for the greedy but yet cute and 
cuddly bastard 
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Thursday, December 11 , 2008 

About Hillary's U.S. Senate Seat In New York: Not For Sale And Very Much A 
Jump Ball 

This stoxy is now fluid, since the U.S. Senate appointment scandal surrounding Governor Rod Lagojevich is 
turning mto a political sinkhole for Democrats in Barack Obama's Chicago circle. 

I can imagine that Governor Paterson might have little choice but to pick the least politically-connected person for 
New York s U.S. Senate seat ™ or hold a special election. 

— 6 BuffaI ° News has eDdorsed Cuomo . He is the only candidate for this job who has actually won 

running statewide. 

~ e Rochester Democrat and Chronicle dares any j hontenders" for this U.S. Senate a ppointment to tab, „ pWt 
lookatu p st ate New York . That newspaper suggested both Caroline Kennedy and Cuomo take a "talking tour" 

aaugSer Ut ^ * ** ^ *° 0fferSan endo ^ment of Congresswoman Louise 

Teachers union leader Randi Weingarten has officially thrown her name in for consideration, as has actress and 
women s activist Fran Drescher . ~~ 

At this point, pulling someone's name out of the hat might be fun. 

Posted by Bob Fois on Thursday, December 11, 2008 at 10:07 AM | Permalink | Comments foT | TrackBack TnT 
DiggThis I Savetodel.irin.ng 

Across The Empire State: It's A Scandal Free Thursday, So Far 


^ ■"’ 7 — „;n : it Morning roundups from the Albany Times 

Union blog Capitol Confidential in the New 
. 7 — *-•"»* ... Dafly hlog Daily Politics have 

continued updates on the Illinois "pay for 
play" scandal and the usual suspects in the 
New York State Senate trying to figure out 
who is in charge. 

Noteworthy were State Senators Marty 
Golden and Dean Skelos crashing Governor 
David Pate rson's fundraiser last nig ht 

Seems to me that just about every Democrat and Republican in the State Senate is about to be bargained with for 
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t control of that legislative ~ and have New York’s Democrats just strategically dropped back into an underdog 
mode for 2009? " & 

Cuomo Consolidation 


New York Attorney General Andrew Cuomo is about to a u n veil a law that will streamline, consolidation ofln^l 
governments, reported Long Island's Newsday. 


As someone who has seen both sides of the consolidation debate in school districts and local governments 
sometimes bitterly debated behind closed doors over the past 20 years in Westchester County, I can safely predict 
there will be people in both major parties hailing Cuomo and as many reviling; him 

NY Pay To Play 


Illinois has noth ing on New York when it comes to "pav to 1 
morning . 


yan Sager in the New York Pnst this 


... When New York's then-Gov. George Pataki wanted a third term back in 2002, he had to pony up - but not 
out of his own pocket. He cut a deal with Dennis Rivera, president of 1199/SEIU, for $1.8 billion in raises for 
health-care workers - a bribe drawn straight from the public fisc." 

Pataki sold out New York, as did many members of the State Legislature (some still for sale). 

Political Learning Curve 


Sports columnist Mike Lupica added to the U.S. Senate suggestion box a name of someone I have always viewed 
as the dark horse nationally for Democrats, former Nebraska governor and U.S. Senator Bob Kerrey, now New 
School president ... who I believe has been a New Yorker for 7-8 years now. 

T he New York Times reported that Kerrev is reg retaM y u nder fire bv senior faculty at the New Srh™l 
handed him an overwh elming vote of no-confidence yesterday afternoon 74-9 

The late Sonny Bono used to joke with me that nothing was worse than the politics of Hollywood and the music 
industry. He often admitted tha it prepared him for Congress. 

It appears that academia has chewed at Kerrey without mercy and the former U.S. Senator mustbe wondering 
why he left Washington, D.C. to be put on trial by a bunch of professors who balked at him almost from day one 
for this Democrat's early support of the Iraq War. 

Posted by Bob Fois on Thursday, December 11, 2008 at 09:13 AM | Permalink | Commits | TrankTW.k M 
Dig g This | Save to deLicio.us 


Tom Spargo, Former State Supreme Court Judge Charged With Attempted 
Extortion And Federal Program Bribery. 

W ell-known election attorney Tom Spargo is in tro uble a g ain, this time charged with attemnted extortion and 
b ribery, re ported The New York Daily News blog The Daily Polities . 

... While Spargo was a state Supreme Court Justice in 2003, he allegedly solicited $10,000 from an Ulster 
County, N.Y., attorney who had cases pending before the judge. 

"The indictment further charges that Spargo solicited the money by causing the attorney to fear that Spargo 

would use his official acts and influence to harm the attorney if he was not paid and, conversely, to help the 
attorney if he was paid." 

Liz Benjamin of the Daily News noted the laundry list of Spargo’s past problems. Spargo is no stranger to 
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* elections “ New York State - He ' s often been the attorney candidates hire to solve problems with petitions and th 
attorney opponents fear when he’s scrutinizing signatures. 

Veterans of the Albany scene will no doubt recall Spargo, a well-known elections attorney whose client list 
former Rep. John Sweeney, who lost his seat to Democratic Rep. Kirsten Gillibrand in 2006. Spargo was 
liD Ifi^ n fi ag^j^xididates as recently as this past election cycle. 

Spargo is perhaps bjgt kii own forhisrole, along with Sweeney, in the so-called "Brooks Brothers Mafia" 
during the 2000 presidential recount in Florida." 

Spargo and Sweeney, to be fair, were viewed by GOP loyalists as heroes in Florida for that "rowdy" demonstration 
during the Bush/Gore recount ~ though the political payback came six years later when 
he was challenged Gillibrand (who, worked for AI Gore's attorney David Boiest Gillibrand's first run was 
significantly bolstered by hefty donations from Democrats nationwide who had long memories of the 2000 legal 
battle that went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Spargo had already fallen from grace when he was initially removed as a State Supreme Court Justice for harming 
out $5 coupons for free drinks when he was campaigning for a town justice seat. The Court of Appeals later 
barred him from ever again holding judicial office in New York. He had been found to have solicited funds from 
lawyers appearing in his court. 

I've worked on campaigns that had to deal with Spargo’s wrath and I've been on campaigns where candidates 
hired him. Election attorneys are sometimes like soldiers of fortune, other times brilliant and some of them 
unspeakably like whores. 

Posted by Bob Fois on Thursday, December 11, 2008 at 03:19 AM | Permalink | Comments (o) | TrackBack (o) 
Dig g This | Save to del.icio.us ‘ 

Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio Indicted: $1 Million Payoff Scheme 
Alleged 

The Daily Pol itics had this late-breaking storv on an indictmpnt that was 
desc ribed as Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio allegedly mim. hie nlmrf 
in, A lbany in exchange for payoffs from a hospital and other 
organizations . 

He is alleged to have made approximately $1 million from the apparent 
payoff scheme. 

For once, it would be nice to read a headline about a politician who does 
something good. 


Posted by Bob Fois on Thursday, December 11, 2008 at 02:43 AM | Permalink | Commits M | TrackBack frA 
Dig g This | Save to del.icio.us 

Closing Time: The Political Confessionals Are Open For Business In Barack 
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Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio indicted 

Associated Press - December 10, 2008 9:55 PM ET 

NEW YORK (AP) - A federal grand jury in Manhattan has indicted Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio on a charge of taking $1 million in illegal payments. 

Seminerio is charged with one count of honest services mail fraud. If convicted, the 73-year-old 
faces up to 20 years in prison. 

Seminerio already was accused by federal authorities of creating a bogus consulting firm to hide 
payments to him. 

Federal authorities say that between 2000 and September of this year, Seminerio used that firm 
to solicit and receive payments from people who wanted access to lawmakers and favorable 
treatment in Albany. 

After-hours messages left at the lawmaker's offices and the office of his lawyer weren't 
immediately returned. ^ ■ 

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press . AH rights reserved . This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed . 
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j Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio indicted 

i mSK SSS payments^' ^ JUV Manhattan has ,nd,cted Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio on a charge of taking $1 

| Seminerio is charged with one count of honest services mall fraud. If convicted, the 73-year-old faces up to 20 years In prison. 

j Semineno already was accused by federal authorities of creating a bogus consulting firm to hide payments to him. 

i ^ d mTn^ 0ritieS S ? y * u at beh y ean 2000 and September of this year, Seminerio used that firm to solicit and receive 
I payments from people who wanted access to lawmakers and favorable treatment In Albany. 

j After ’ hours messages left at the lawmaker's offices and the office of his lawyer weren't immediately returned, 
j P® 1^.1 ,hiS ^ ^ Associated 
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ASSEMBLYMAN SEMINERIO IN $500G 
SCANDAL 

By FREDERIC U. DICKER and BRENDAN SCOTT in Albany and JENNIFER FERIVHNO in New York 

September 10, 2008 - 

In an unprecedented sting that brought an undercover FBI agent onto the 
state Capitol floor, a veteran Democratic assemblyman from Queens was 
busted today for allegedly taking $500,000 in bribes, prosecutors announced. 

Anthony Seminerio, 73, who has represented South Ozone Park since 1978 
and often boasted that he was "John Gotti's assemblyman," was charged with 
running a secret consulting firm through which he pocketed the cash in return 
for peddling influence in Albany. 

Mr. Seminerio crafted a plan to receive such payments in a fashion 
effectively shielding those payments from public scrutiny," said Mark Mershon 
cf the FBI. 

3 ®[™ n ® rio > released on $500,000 bail, declined to comment as he walked out 
3f Manhattan federal court. His wife, Catherine, told reporters, "Drop dead'" 
and stuck out her tongue. 

Jsing a cooperating witness, phone taps and eventually an undercover agent 
nvestigators were able to unravel how Seminerio hid the alleged scam while ’ 
iressing Albany colleagues to help him aid constituents who had paid him 
ash. 

Recording to a criminal complaint, Seminerio established a firm called Marc 
consultants in 2000. People who approached him to wield his influence were 
Ilegedly told to deposit checks into the company's account. 

l one episode earlier this year, Seminerio allegedly pocketed $390,000 from 
hospital in his district whose officials approached him for help securinq extra 
inding during threatened budget cutbacks. In several taped phone 
conversations, Seminerio said he would "go rattle some cages," but only if the 
rficials "find me a check." 

That kind of relationship you can't buy for a million dollars," he said in one 
recorded conversation. 

• + . vi ; . ^ 2007, as the investigation unfolded, the FBI had a cooDeratino witnp*^ 

M?sr aSe "' P0Sin9 aS a buslnessman t0 “""W* with the 

Seminerio'Tpiramis'es onieijT* Wr ° te $25 ’° 00 W ° rth ° f Checks t0 Marc Consultants in return fo r 
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Then, in a shocking twist, beginning in March, Seminerio arranged for the agent to come to Albany to 
meet several other state senators and assemblymen to discuss his business proposals. On at least one 

occasion, Seminerio brought the agent into the Capitol building, through security and onto the floor of the 
Assembly. 


None of the other pols was implicated in a crime, and the feds omitted their names in the complaint. 

"The absence of general transparency in Albany provides cover for officials seeking to enrich themselves 
at the public s expense," said US Attorney Michael Garcia. 



NEW YORK POST is a registered trademark of NYP Holdings, Inc. NYPOST.COM, NYPOSTONLINE COM and 
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The Day In Albany 


Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio 
indicted 

Thursday Dec 11 7:55 AM 
The Associated Press 

A federal grand jury in Manhattan has 
indicted Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio 
on a charge of taking $1 million in illegal payments. 
Seminerio is charged with one count of honest services mail 
fraud. If convicted, the 73-year-old faces up to 20 years in 
prison. 

Seminerio already was accused by federal authorities of 
creating a bogus consulting firm to hide payments to him. . 
Federal authorities say that between 2000 and September of 
this year, Seminerio used that firm to solicit and receive 
payments from people who wanted access to lawmakers and 
favorable treatment in Albany.’ 

After-hours messages left at the lawmaker's offices and the 
office of his lawyer weren't immediately returned. 
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said. "The absence of genuine transparency in Albany provides cover for officials seeking to enrich 
themselves at the public expense." 

Mr. Seminerio's assembly office declined to comment, and neither he nor his attorney could be 
reached yesterday. 

Mr. Seminerio, a Democrat who served as a corrections officer before joining the Assembly 30 years 
ago, allegedly connected his "consulting" clients with powerful government officials who could 
further their interests. The U.S. attorney's office refused to identify the government contacts involved 
by name, instead describing them as various legislators, including committee chairs, and high- 
ranking agency officials. There is no indication in the complaint that they knew Mr. Seminerio was 
illegally profiting from their relationships with him. 

Mr. Seminerio’s alleged clients □ some of whom were undercover or secretly cooperating with 
prosecutors □ included executives involved in health care, corrections, and real estate. For example, 
prosecutors said, he promised to advocate a hospital's interests by speaking with an Assembly 
committee chair about the state's health care budget. 

"I could talk to anybody in Albany," he said in an excerpt of the conversation, which was recorded by 
the FBI. "I'll take care of you." 

In all, Mr. Seminerio received more than $ 500,000 in payments since 2000 , according to 
prosecutors. Mr. Garcia said Mr. Seminerio was able to avoid disclosing the payments by funneling 
them through a consulting'firm, "Marc Consultants." Under state rules, legislators must list sources 
of income in excess of $ 1 , 000 . Mr. Seminerio's 2006 report to the Legislative Ethics Committee, 
which is available online, lists Marc Consultants as one of those sources without having to indicate 
where the money originally came from or disclosing publicly how : much it was. 

Mr. Seminerio's practice may not be an isolated case, considering the investigation into Senator 
Bruno, who has denied any wrongdoing, and the suggestion that Mr. Seminerio was inspired by two 
other lawmakers- Those allegations, if proven valid, would represent a new twist on the old revolving 
door practice of lawmakers cashing in on their government contacts after they leave office. In Albany, 
if the prosecutors' account is correct, at least some lawmakers may have beenfunctioning as paid 
lobbyists even before they left office. 

Mr. Seminerio's case illustrates that New York's disclosure rules are "a laughingstock," said a former 
executive director of the New York State Commission on Lobbying, David Grandeau. 

The state's legislative ethics rules, he said, "are more interested in enabling that behavior than they 
are in stopping it," he said, referring to the corruption cases. "Once one legislator knows about a perk 
that's available, that gets around pretty quick. Who you can go to to get the seats to the Yankees, who 
you can go to to get cheap car rentals, and who you can go to to set up your consulting practice. They 
share that information." 

Mr. Bruno’s office declined to comment. 
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. Meetings that Mr. Seminerio allegedly set up involved a Health Department official who "just became 
the Director of State Operations □ presumably Dennis Whalen, who serves in the governor's office. 

In another excerpt provided by prosecutors, Mr. Seminerio spoke with a person identified as "a 
leader of the Assembly" □ possibly Speaker Sheldon Silver □ who assured him that hospital budgets 
would not be cut despite Governor Paterson's release of what he called a hospital "hit list." Mr. 
Seminerio then relayed the news to a hospital executive, according to the excerpts, noting that he had 
been yelling and screaming" to the Assembly leader about the cuts. 

Representatives for Mr. Whalen and Mr. Silver declined to comment when asked if they were the 
officials identified in the transcripts. In a statement, Mr. Silver noted the "very serious" charges 
against Mr. Seminerio and said he is cooperating with the U.S. attorney's office. 

The prosecutors excerpts also identified a chair of a New York State Assembly committee whom Mr. 
Seminerio lobbied. The chairman of the Assembly's Committee on Health, Richard Gottfried, said 
yesterday that he was not involved. 

"I had conversations with any number of my colleagues expressing concerns" about hospital cuts, he 
said. "I had no reason to think those conversations were motivated by any thing other than concern 
for their local hospital." 

Mr. Gottfried said he did not know if Mr. Silver was one of the officials identified in the excerpts. 

Mr. Seminerio, who serves in the 38th Assembly district and claims on his Web site to be tough on 
criminals, was released on $500,000 bail. He is facing a single count of defrauding the public of his 
honest services, which carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison. 
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Embattled pol spends $35G in campaign cash to fight federal 

cha'roes 


BY KENNETH LOVETT 

DAILY NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 

Friday, November 21 st 2008, 4:00 AM 

*"«»* »» ■»* **>*» h w « s 

Semmerio's campaign cut the check to Rosedale lawyer Ira Cooper on Sept. 19, Board of Elections filings show. 

Seminerio-s campaign treasurer, JJsaLougMn, confirmed the payment was for legal work connected to his arrest. 

According to a state Board of Elections ethics opinion, the expenditure is permissible," Loughlin said. 

B l aiL Horner , of the Ne w York Public , Interest Research Group , blasted the use of campaign money for legal fees. 

This should be illegal,' 1 Horner said. "These are campaign funds, not legal defense funds." 

. Federal prosecutors filed corruption charges against Seminerio in September after an undercover investigation. 

b5SSli P0Ckefinfl $500,00 ° in Pay0ffS thr ° U9h 3 Sh3m consultin 9 company that offered favors to entities with 

A preliminary hearing in the case is set for Dec. 1 0, by which time he could be indicted by a federal grand juiy or make some type of 

Despite his lingering legal troubles, Seminerio, 73, this month ran unopposed for a 16th term. 

Seminerio is not the first criminally charged state legislator to dip into his campaign account for legal fees. 

cTmSn Pleaded 9UlV 10 “ Si " 9 Sla,e ernp,0y “ S 10 cte “ ,eilr hls «*». “sed * feast $750,000 in 

^mSn A “ “ stea "" 9 more 92 PS“ l"s lawyers *500,000 from his 

Wh ° P "“ ted smty ,0 ■ **">' <*»»» ° f »"spirasy to commit bribery In 2004, psed *400,0000 Horn 

klovett@nvdailvnews.cnm 
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i m jeanlne ramlrez with a new york 1 minute, an angry governor paterson Is demanding the senate to convene tomorrow at 3 pm — and if 
they fail to do so -- face court action, it comes after a second special session today failed to yeild progress, the republican led coalition 
meanwhile Is pushing for binding arbitration to settle the aibany power struggle former queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads 
guilty to fraud charges, admitting to embezzling a million dollars in payments from companies doing state business, the f-d-n-y disciplines 
seven officers for mistakes that contributed to the deadly 2007 fire at the former deutsche bank building, officials say commanders failed to 
Inspect the site for five months prior to 
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the day, embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he took a million 
dollars m payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm in april of 2000 to hide the 
payments, when he is sentenced on October 20th, he could receive between 5 months and 15 years In prison, that is in addition to tens of 
thousands of dollars In fines, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective immediately, the 74 year old had been In the assembly for almost 
31-years, he may be talking tough when It comes to the senate -- but a majority of new york voters still don't approve of the job governor 
paterson is doing. 
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democrats, again., we will have live coverage ofhe governor when his news conference gets underway, embattled queens assemblyman 
anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars In payments from companies doing 
business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm In april of 2000 to hide the payments, when he Is sentenced on October 
20th, he could receive between 5 months and 15 years In prison, that Is In addition to tens of thousands of dollars In fines, seminerio 
resigned yesterday, effective immediately, the 74 year old had been In the assembly for almost 31-years, former mayor rudy giuliani is 
speaking out about the chaos In the state senate.. but Is telling new yorkers not to, confuse his criticism for plans that he's running for 
governor next year, nyl political anchor dominie carter joins us now 
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and I'm jeanlne ramirez, with a nyl minute, as the senate democrats call It quits and head home -- state republicans push for binding ' 
arbitration to settle the power struggle In aibany. and they have the backing of mayor bloomberg who.says something needs to be done 
before july 1st. former queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, he admitted to embezzling a million 
dollars in payments from, companies doing business with aibany, the f-d-n-y disciplines seven fire officers for mistakes that contributed to 
the deadly 2007 fire at the former deutsche bank building, officials say commanders failed to inspect the site for 'five months prior to the 
fire, large crowds are expected at the cambrfa heights cemetary this evening to honor of grand rebbe menachem schrieerson who died 15 
years ago today, and we’ll take you to a gay and lesbian jazz show as pride week continues on nyl. 
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embattled queens assemblyman anthonyseminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars In 
payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm in april of 2000 to hide the payments; 

e s sentence d on October 20th, he could receive between 5 months and 15 years in prison, that is in addition to tens of thousands 
of doNars In fines, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective immediately, the 74 year old had been In the assembly for almost 31-years, he 
may be talking tough when It comes to the senate — but a majority of new york voters still don’t approve of the job governor paterson Is 
doing, a new quinniplac university poll found that 61 percent disapprove of his work. 28 percent thought he was doing okay., and 12 
percent weren't sure, a poll conducted back on may 13th found the same disapproval rating, the nearly 25-hundred registered voters were 
surveyed for the poll between June 16th to the * . . .. 
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and I'm jeanlne ramirez, with a nyl minute, as the senate democrats call It quits and head home - state republicans push for binding 
arbitration to settle the power struggle In aibany. and they have the backing of mayor bloomberg who says something needs to be done 
before july 1st. former queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, he admitted to embezzling a million 
dollars in payments from companies doing business with aibany. the f-d-n-y disciplines seven fire officers for mistakes that contributed to 
the deadly 2007 fire at the former deutsche bank building, officials say commanders failed to inspect the site for five months prior to the 
fire, large crowds are expected at the cambria heights cemetary this evening to honor of grand rebbe menachem schneerson who died 15 
years ago today, and we'li take you to a gay and lesbian jazz show as 
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^ the same disapproval rating, the nearly 25-hundred registered voters were surveyed for the poll between June 16th to the 
2lst. the poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 2 embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, 
federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars in payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake 
csultlng firm in april of 2000 to hide the payments, when he is sentenced on October 20th, he could receive between 5 months and 15 years 
in prison, that Is in addition to tens of thousands of dollars in fines, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective Immediately, the 74 year old 
had been In the assembly for almost 31-years, a bill is being introduced In the u-s senate to help all those living with 9/ll-related health 
problems, the James zadroga 9/11 health and compensation act Is the first comprehensive 9/11 health bill to ever be 
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i'm roma torre with a nyl minute, the senate republicans .and their ally democrat pedro espada are calling for binding arbitration to solve 
the power struggle that has crippled new york's capit. sources say mayor bloomberg is giving his support to the idea, queens 
assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he accepted a million dollars from companies 
doing business with the state, new york senator klrsten gillibrand introduces a bill that would provide health funding for September 11th 
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poll found that 61 percent disapprove of his work, 28 percent thought he was doing okay., and 12 percent weren't sure, a poll conducted 
back on may 13th found the same disapproval rating, the nearly 25-hundred registered voters were surveyed for the poll between june 
16th to the 21st. the poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 2 embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to 
fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars In payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly 
created a fake consulting firm in april of 2000 to hide the payments, when he is sentenced on October 20th, he could receive between 5 
months and 15 years in prison, that Is In addition to tens of thousands of dollars In fines, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective 
Immediately, the 74 year old had been in the assembly for almost 31-years, a bill is being Introduced in the u-s senate to help 
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I'm roma torre with a nyl minute, the senate republicans and their ally democrat pedro espada are calling for binding arbitration to solve 
the power struggle that has crippled new york's capital, sources say mayor bloomberg is giving his support to the Idea, queens 
assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say be accepted a million dollars from companies 
doing business with the state, new york senator kirsten gillibrand introduces a bill that would provide health funding for September 11th 
first responders and residents effected by the attack the rent Is going up by as much as six percent for new yorkers living In rent stabilized 
apartments, the rent guidelines board announced its decision last night during a raucous meeting, and celebrating pride month with song. 
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sure, a poll conducted back on may 13th found the same disapproval rating, the nearly 25-hundred registered voters were surveyed for the 
poll between june 16th to the 21st. the poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 2 embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio 
pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars in payments from companies doing business with the state 
and allegedly created a fake consulting firm in april of 2000 to hide the payments, when he is sentenced on October 20th, he could receive 
between 5 months and 15 years In prison, that is irt addition to tens of thousds of dollars in fines, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective 
immediately, the 74 year old had been in the assembly for almost 31-years, a bill Is being Introduced In the u-s senate to help all those 
living with 9/11-related health problems, the James zadroga 9/11 health and compensation act Is the first comprehensive 9/11 health bill to 
ever be 
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I'm roma torre with a nyl minute, the senate republicans and their ally democrat pedro espada are calling for binding arbitration to solve 
thpower struggle that has crippled new york's capital, sources say mayor bloomberg Is giving his support to the idea, queens 
assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he 
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he may be talking tough when it comes to the senate -- but a majority of new york voters still don't approve of the Job governor paterson is 
doing, a new quinnlpiac university poll found that 61 percent disapprove of his rk. 28 percent thought he was doing okay,, and 12 percent 
weren't sure, a poll conducted back on may 13th found the same disapproval rating, the nearly 25-hundred registered voters were 
surveyed for the poll between june 16th to the 21st. the poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 2 embattled queens assemblyman 
anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars in payments from companies doing 
business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm In april of 2000 to hide the payments, when he is sentenced on October 
20th, he could receive between 5 months and 15 years In prison, that is in addition to tens of thousands of dollars in fines, seminerio 
resigned yesterday, effective Immediately. 
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Cm roma torre with a nyl minute, the governor says he won't sign any of the legislation Independently voted on by the republicans and 
democrats during yesterday's special senate session, both sides are scheduled to be back In the chamber this afternoon, gay marriage and 
spending caps are among the bills up for discussion, queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal 
prosecutors say he accepted a million dollars from companies doing business with the state, mayor bloomberg is in Washington lobbying for 
a bill that would provide health funding for September 11th first responders and residents effected by the attacks, the rent is going up by as 
much as six percent for new yorkers living in rent stabilized apartments, the rent guidelines board announced Its decision last night during 
a raucous meeting, and celebrating pride month with song. 
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i*m roma torre with a nyl minute, the governor says he won’t sign any of the legislation independently voted on by the republicans and 
democrats during yesterday's special senate session, both sides are scheduled to be back in the chamber this afternoon, gay marriage and 
spending caps are among the bills up for discussion, queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal 
prosecutors say he accepted a million dollars from companies doing business with the state, mayor bloomberg Is in Washington lobbying for 
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embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars In 
payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm In april of 2000 to hide the payments, 
when he Is sentenced on October 20th, he could receive between 5 months and 15 years in prison, that Is In addition to tens of thousands 
of dollare In fines, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective Immediately, the 74 year old had been In the assembly for almost 31-years, a 
bill Is being Introduced In the u-s senate to help all those living with 9/11-related health problems, the James zadroga 9/11 health and 
compensation act Is the first comprehensive 9/11 health bill to ever be 
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I'm roma torre with a nyl minute, the governor says he won't sign any of the legislation independently voted on by the republicans and 
democrats during yesterday's special senate session, both sides are scheduled to be back In the chamber this afternoon, gay marriage and 
spending caps are among the bills up for discussion, queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal 
prosecutors say he accepted a million dollars from companies doing business with the state, mayor bloomberg is in Washington lobbying for 
a bill that would provide health funding for September 11th first responders and residents effected by the attacks, the rent is going up by as 
much as six percent for new yorkers living in rent stabilized apartments, the rent guidelines board announced Its decision last night during 
a raucous meeting, and celebrating pride month with song. 
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comes in ten minutes, embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he 
took a million dollars in payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm In april of 
2000 to hide the payments, when he Is sentenced on October 20th, he could receive between 5 months and 15 years In prison, that is In 
addition to tens of thousands of dollars In fine seminerio resigned yesterday, effective immediately, the 74 year old had been in the 
assembly for almost 31-years, a bill Is being Introduced In the u-s senate to help all those living with 9/11-related health problems, the 
James zadroga 9/11 health and compensation act Is the first comprehensive 9/11 health bill to ever be Introduced In the senate, mayor 
bloomberg and senators from new york and new jersey are among those In Washington for the event, the legislation would cover medical 
monitoring and treatment for first 
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minute, the governor says he won't sign any of the- legislation independently voted on by the republicans and democrats during yesterday's 
special senate session, both sides are scheduled to be back In the chamber this afternoon, gay marriage and spending caps are among the 
-bills up for discussion, queens assemblyman anthony seminerio pleads guilty to fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he accepted a 
' mllIion dollars from companies doing business with the state, mayor bloomberg is In Washington lobbying for a bill that would provide 
health funding for September 11th first responders and residents effected by the attacks, the rent Is going up by as much as six percent for 
new yorkers living in rent' stabilized apartments, the rent guidelines board announced its decision last night during a raucous meeting, and 
cejebratlng pride month with song, an upcoming concert takes a look at the history of gay and lesbian jazz musicians, details on all those * 
stories and more, but first, here's a check of the weather on the ones.ther on the ones 
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confront this dysfunction directly and take decisive steps to solve It once and for all." there hasn't been a constitutional convention since 
1967. sources say embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio Is expected to plead guilty to fraud charges, seminerio resigned 
yesterday, effective Immediately, he Is currently under Indictment for alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-i 'Investigation, federal 
prosecutors say he took a million dollars in payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting 
firm In april of 2000 to hide the payments, he Is also accused of threatening companies that would not to do business with him. seminerio 
has been In the assembly for almost 31-years, the 74-year-old faces up to 20- years In prison, a bill Is being introduced In the u-s senate to 
help all those living with 9/11-related health problems, the James zadroga 9/11 health and compensation act is the first comprehensive 
9/11 health bill to ever be 1 - 
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I’m roma torre with a nyl minute, the governor says he won’t sign any of the legislation independently voted on by the republicans and 
democrats during yesterday’s special senate session, both sides are scheduled to be back In the chamber this afternoon, gay marriage and 
spending caps are among the bills up for discussion, sources say queens assemblyman anthony seminerio is expected to plead guilty to 
fraud charges, federal prosecutors say he accepted a million dollars from companies doing business with the state, mayor bloomberg Is In 
Washington lobbying for a bill that would provide health funding for September 11th first responders and residents effected by the attacks, 
the rent is going up by as much as six percent for new yorkers living in rent stabilized apartments, the rent guidelines board announced Its 
decision last night during a raucous meeting, and celebrating pride month with song, an upcoming concert takes a 
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must respect those rights and heed the will of Its own people. It must govern through consent and not coercion." as for the legitimacy of 
the election - obama says "a sizable percentage of the Iranian people" consider It Illegitimate, state tv In iran is reporting that ahmadinejad 
will be sworn in sometime in late July or august, president obama continues to push forward on health care reform, he Is scheduled to meet 
with a bl- partisan group later today that Includes governors from michlgan, Wisconsin, Washington, Vermont and south dakota. the 
governors all held separate health care forums earlier this year, white house offidals say the meeting is a chance to discuss how health care 
hall meeting on health care, scheduled to be broadcast tonight on abc. embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio is reportedly 
plead guilty to fraud charges later today, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective immediately, a law enforcement source tells 
the daily news he will plead guilty to a ■ 
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paralysls and confu *j*° n th at has overtaken the capital demonstrates the need to confront this dysfunction directly and take 
, St P t 1 i *Y e lt on ‘ eand for al1 * there hasn 't been a constitutional convention since 1967. embattled queens assemblyman 
semlnerlo is reportedly expected to plead guilty to fraud charges later today, seminerlo resigned yesterday, effective 

cu un ri p r ^ i r th f f dai, v; be W,N p |ead 9uilty t0 a fe, o n y charge of scheming to defraud the public, he is 

entiy under indictment for alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-1 Investigation, federal prosecutors say he took a million dollars in 

a " ,es doin 9 business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm in april of 2000 to hide the payments. 
Sn accused of threatening companies that would not to do business with him. semirierio has been In the assembly for almost 31- 
years. the 74-year-old faces up to 20- years In prison. ■ _ 

News All Morning 
NY1 (NYl)New York, NY DMA: 1 
Jun 24 2009 9:35AM EDT 
Programming.Type: News 
Est. Households/ Views: 27930 

Est. Publicity Value: $749 (30 Seconds) $1498 (Total) 

embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio is reportedly expected to plead guilty to fraud charges later today seminerio 
toriSfranH^? 2rda wi e h ec ? ve lmm f, diate ‘ y - a ,aw enforcement source tells the dally news he will plead guilty to a felony charge of scheming 
i h * S CUfT f nt J y under ,nd, ? ment for alle 9 ed theft and fraud following an f-b-l investigation, federal prosecutors say he 
2000 ^(Thlde^he 3 ** ” payments from com P anies doin 9 business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm in april of 
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time, but the paralysis and confusion that has overtaken the capital demonstrates the need to confront this dysfunction directly and take 
decisive steps to solve It once and for all." there hasn't been a constitutional convention since 1967. embattled queens assemblyman 
anthony seminerio is reportedly expected to plead guilty to fraud charges later today, seminerio resigned yesterday, effective 
immediately a law enforcement source tells the daily news he will plead guilty to a felony charge of scheming to defraud the public, he is 
currently under Indictment for alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-1 investigation, federal prosecutors say took a million dollars In 
payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm in april of 2000 to hide the payments, 
he Is also accused of threatening companies that would not to do business with him. seminerio has been in the assembly for almost 31- 

years, the 74-year-old faces up to 20- years In prison, federal Investigators are checking the cell phone and 
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■ J vNI £ eep the - se " ator ? In albany until they settle their leadership dispute, he says the senators need to be punished Snd'should have to stay 
In albany every day, Including weekends and holidays.olldays. that brings us to our snap you think yes., thrown them all out., or b If you 
think no matter what happens, they II probably be re- elected.;, or press c if you think some key figures may get the boot, you can tell us 
your embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio Is reportedly expected to plead guilty to fraud charges later today. 
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embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio is reportedly expected to plead guilty to fraud charges later today, seminerio 
resigned yesterday, effective Immediately, a law enforcement source tells the daily news he will plead guilty to a felony charge of scheming 
to defraud the public, he Is currently under Indictment for alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-i investigation, federal prosecutor say he 
“° n ka million dollars In payments from companies doing business with the state and allegedly created a fake consulting firm In april of 
2000 to hide the payments. he is alsoccused of, threatening companies that would not to do business with him., seminerio has been In the 
assembly for almost 31-years, the 74-year-old faces up to ' 
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embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio Is reportedly expected to plead guilty to fraud charges later today, seminerio 
resigned yesterday, effective Immediately, a law enforcement source tells the dally news he will plead guilty to a felony charge of scheming 
to defraud the public, he is currently under Indictment for alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-i investigation, federal prosecutors say he 
took a million dollars In payments from companies doing business with the r 
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andrew cuomo says the people of new york are counting on the senators to vote on key Issues that can't be put off. "my advice to them is 
very simple: put your political business aside and do the people's business, period, that's what this is all about, people have very real 
problems as we see today, and the people's business comes first and I hope they put everything else aside and focus on the people’s 
business, cuomo says the senate should work as though there's a 50-50 split among democrats and republicans, he says other 
governments find ways to work effectively when they're embattled queens assemblyman anthony mfnerio resigns, effective Immediately, 
seminerio is currently under indictment for alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-1 investigation, he allegedly took a million dollars in 
payments from companies doing business with the state, federal prosecutors say he created a fake consulting firm In april of 2000 to 
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embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio resigns, effective Immediately, seminerio is currently under Indictment for alleged 
theft and fraud following an f-b-i Investigation, he allegedly took a million dollars in payments from companies doing business with the 
state, federal prosecutors say he created a fake consulting firm in april of 2000 to hide the payments, he Is also accused of threatening 
companies that would not to do business with him. some people in semfnerio's district had mixed reactions about his resignation, "he 
shouldn t have quit, because just by quitting, he's basically saying 'yeah, i.dld do it, so i am just going to give up w."//"he should be done 
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his job more than any others, some of the people that I can't mention don't do their job and they get a good pay." seminerio has been in 
the assembly for almost 
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actually sent them, and that's very disappointing." meanwhile, an agitated governor paterson says he will keep the senators In albany for 
as long as It takes to get things settled, he says the senators need to be punished and should have to stay In albany every day, including 
weekends and holidays, "they will stay here everyday until they resolve It. and there Is no Issue more Important than the people's business. 
1 am not Interested In what they think of me or what they have to say that distracts us from getting the people's business done" earlier In 
the day more than a dozen democratic state senators unexpectedly took over the chamber hours before the special session was due to 
start... .beating the republicans - who had announced their plans to arrive early.arrlve early, embattled queens assemblyman anthony 
seminerio resigns, effective Immediately, seminerio is currently under Indictment for 
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business aside and do the people's business, period, that's what this Is all about, people have very real problems as we see today, and the 
people's business comes first and I hope they put everything else aside and focus on the people's business." cuomo says the senate should 
work as though there's a 50-50 split among democrats and republicans, he says other governments find ways to work effectively when 
■they're embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio resigns, effective Immediately, seminerio Is currently under Indictment for 
alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-i Investigation, he allegedly took a million dollars In payments from companies doing business with 
the state, federal prosecutors say he created a fake consulting firm in aprll of 2000 to hide the payments, he Is also accused of threatening 
companies that would not to do business with him. some people In semlnerlo's district had mixed reactions about his resignation, "he 
shouldn’t have quit, because just by quitting, 
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and that's very disappointing.” meanwhile, an agitated governor paterson says he will keep the senators In albany for as long as It takes to 
get things settled, he says the senators need to be punished and should have to stay In albany every day, Including weekends and holidays, 
"they will stay here everyday until they resolve It. and there is no Issue more Important than the people’s business. I am not interested In 
what they think of me or what they have to say that distracts us from getting the people’s business done" earlier in the day more than a 
dozen democratic state senators unexpectedly took over the chamber hours before the special session was due to start.. ..beating the 
republicans - who had announced their plans to arrive early.arrive early, embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio resigns, 
effelve Immediately, seminerio is currently under indictment for alleged theft and fraud 


Entry #41 



Plav Media 
OUSdJJnk 


News AH Night 

NY1 (NYl)New York, NY DMA: 1 

Jun 24 2009 1:06AM EDT . 

Programming Type: News 
Est. Households/Views: 6732 * 

Est. Publicity Value: $198 (30 Seconds) $396 (Totat) * 

about, people have very real problems as we see today, and the people's business comes first and I hope they put everything else aside 
and focus on the people's business," cuomo says the senate should work as though there's a 50-50 split among democrats and republicans, 
he says other governments find ways to work effectively when they're embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio resigns, 
effective Immediately, seminerio is currently under Indictment for alleged theft and fraud following an f-b-l Investigation; he allegedly took 
a. million dollars In payments from companies doing business with the state, federal prosecutors say he created a fake consulting firm In 
april of 2000 to hide the payments, he Is also accused of threatening companies that would not to do business with him. some people In 
semlnerlo's district had mixed reactions about his resignation., "he shouldn't have quit, because just by quitting, he’s basically sing ’yeah, i 
did do It, so I am 
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embattled queens assemblyman anthony seminerio resigns, effective Immediately, seminerio is currently under Indictment for alleged 
theft and fraud folldwing.an f-b-i investigation, he allegedly took a million dollars In payments from companies doing business with the 
state, federal prosecutors say he.created a fake consulting firm In april of 2000 to hide the payments, he Is also accused of threatening 
companies that would not to do business with him. some people In seminerio’s district had mixed reactions about his resignation, "he 
shouldn’t have quit, because just by quitting, he’s basically saying ’yeah, I did do it, so I am just going to give up now. "//"he should be 
done his job more than any others, some of the people that I can’t mention don't do their job and they get a good pay." seminerio has 
been in the assembly for almost 
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June 25, 2009 

Democratic Assemblyman Pleads Guilty to Soliciting Payments 

By COLIN MOYNTHAAT 

Saying that he knew his “conduct was illegal and wrong,” a longtime Democratic member of the New York 
State Assembly, Anthony Seminerio, pleaded guilty on Wednesday to abusing his position by soliciting for 
himself an amount-prosecutors estimated at $500,000. 

Mr. Seminerio, 74, represented the 38th District in southwestern Queens for more than 30 years before 
resigning this week. Federal prosecutors said that for the last decade he traded upon his office, receiving 
“corrupt payments” from people or organizations that had business before the state and sometimes, 
threatening those who resisted his- requests for money. 

The payments were funneled into a company called Marc Consultants thatMr. Seminerio created to hide the 
income, prosecutors said. ' 

Mr. Seminerio told Judge Naomi Reice Buchwald in Federal District Court in Manhattan' that one of the • 
organizations that paid him for wielding his political influence was Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, in 
Queens. It was the first public mention of Jamaica Hospital, which before the hearing'had been referred to in 
court papers merely as- “a hospital in New York City.” 

Appearing before the judge around noon on Wednesday, Mr. Seminerio, unshaven but wearing a blazer and a 
tie, declared in a firm voice that he was guilty of the charge of honest services fraud. In a brief statement he 
acknowledged that on July 10, 2008, he “promoted the interests” of Jamaica Hospital in connection with 
state business and did not divulge that he had received payments from the hospital. 

“My conduct had the effect of depriving others of honest services,” he said. Prosecutors stated that the 
hospital had paid Marc Consultants about $310,000 and that “a separate, Medicaid-managed health care 
plan” affiliated with the hospital paid another $80,000. At the request of hospital officers, prosecutors said, 

Mr . Seminerio acted as an advocate with legislators and lobbied on their behalf with executive branch 
officials. 

A criminal complaint states that on numerous occasions Mr. Seminerio “took action in his capacity as a 
member of the Assembly to benefit the hospital at the same time that he was receiving payments from the 
hospital.” 

The complaint also details recorded conversations in which hospital officials asked Mr. Seminerio to 
intervene in state budget decisions and in which Mr. Seminerio urged a Health Department official to help 
J amaica Hospital take over another hospital. 


After the hearing a spokesman for the hospital said, “Jamaica Hospital Medical Center has and continues to 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/25/nyregion/25fraud.html?_r= : l&pagewanted=print 6/25/2009 


- cooperate with the authorities, voluntarily providing the government with information it requests.” 

In the course of the investigation, federal agents intercepted Mr. Seminerio’s communications and used a' 
cooperating witness to record conversations with him. They also recorded his conversations with an 
undercover RBJL agent who paid $25,000 to Mr. Seminerio while posing as a developer, prosecutors said. In 
exchange, Mr. Seminerio was said to have agreed to help secure tax credits for redevelopment projects in 
environmentally contaminated areas and to propose legislation with provisions suggested by the agent. 

During one recorded conversation with the agent, Mr. Seminerio spoke contemptuously of people who 
benefited financially from what he termed “favors” offered without charge. “From now on, you know, I’m a 
consultant,” he said. . 

A superseding indictment stated that on one occasion Mr. Seminerio threatened to sabotage relationships 
between the executive of a nonprofit organization and legislators in Albany when Mr. Seminerio’s services 
were declined. 

The guilty plea by Mr. Seminerio carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison and fines that could exceed 
$250,000. In .a letter to Mr. Seminerio’s lawyers, federal prosecutors wrote that they believed that an 
appropriate penally would be a prison term of 135 to 168 months, along with a fine of up to $175,000. 

Mr. Seminerio is scheduled to return to court on Oct. 20 for a hearing regarding sentencing. William 
Harrington, an assistant United States attorney, told the judge the government expected to present evidence 
of other criminal actions. 

After pleading guilty Mr. Seminerio joined his lawyers in the courthouse cafeteria, where he sat at a round ' 
table and drank from a tall paper cup. .Later, he emerged onto Worth Street, where he spoke briefly to about a 
dozen journalists who followed hiin'to a subterranean parking garage. ’ ' ■ 

“I want to apologize to my colleagues and my constituents,” he said. “And to my wife and family.” 
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FORMER STATE ASSEMBLYMAN PLEADS 
GUILTY TO FRAUD 

POST STAFF REPORT 


£v’ 



"I'; June 24, 2009 - 

Former Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio pleaded guilty today to 
. fraud charges. 

Seminerio, who resigned yesterday, could face up to 1 3 years in prison when 
= he is sentenced in Manhattan federal court on Oct. 20. 

'• He remains free on bond. 

. Seminerio, 74, who has been an assemblyman for over 30 years, allegedly 
$ to °k $1 mi,lior j from various companies doing business with the state, creatinq 
r ; < a fake consulting firm in 2000 to hide those payments. 

? . Seminerio, a Democrat, also faces as much as a $175,000 fine for his ■ 
v involvement in the alleged wrongdoing. . ' . 
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Anthony Semsoerio's 30 years in office ends with 11 to 

14 in prison 


DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER 
Thursday, June 25th 2009, 4:00 AM 

Former Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio faces 14 years in prison after pleading guilty to taking secret 
payments from Jamaica Hospital officials. 

In a booming voice, the tough-on-crime Democrat put the finishing touches on a 30-year legislative career with three 
words: "Guilty, your honor." ■ . 

"I knew that my conduct was illegal and wrong, your honor," Seminerio told Manhattan Federal Judge Naomi Reice 
Buchwald on Wednesday. * 

Seminerio, 74, resigned his seat representing Queens' 38th District Tuesday. 

Manhattan federal prosecutors say he pocketed more than $1 million in consulting fees by promising hospitals, 
nonprofits and others inside access in Albany . 

His guilty plea to a single count of honest-services fraud covers the July 10, 2008, call to a state Health Department 
official on behalf of Jamaica Hospital, which was looking to purchase other. hospitals. ■ 

What Seminerio failed' to reveal during that chat was that between April 2000 and September 2008 he’d raked in 
$310,000 in consulting fees from the hospital. ■ . 

He faces 1 1 to 14 years in prison when he's sentenced Oct. 20.. . 

The feds intercepted rriore than 15,000 calls on Seminerio’s office phone and listened in while the chatty ex-jail 
guard boasted to an informant about his clout. . 

"i am at your disposal," he told a hospital official in March 2008. "You tell me what you want. I’ll take care of you:" 

Twice, he brought onto the Assembly floor an undercover FBI agent posing as a businessman seeking contracts in 
Albany, prosecutors say. 

Despite the guilty plea, Seminerio is still eligible for a pension that would pay him as much as $68,000 a year, 
according to state officials. 

The agent was introduced to him by Brian McLaughlin , a Queens Democrat, labor leader and fellow assemblyman. 
At the time, McLaughlin was under indictment for using his position to steal $2.2 million in cash, cars and perks. 

tzambito@nvdailynews.com 
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Assemblyman quits, to plead guilty 

Anthony Seminerio is expected to settle fraud, extortion counts 

By JAMES M. ODATO, Capitol bureau 
Click byline for more stories by writer. 

First published: Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

ALBANY - Indicted Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio resigned at the finish of the chamber’s session 
• Tuesday, and planned to plead guilty today to a felony charge of defrauding the public of honest' 
services, his lawyer said. 

Seminerio had no comment, but defense attorney Pery D. Krinsky said the Queens Democrat will be ■ 
entering aplea today in ILS. District Court in Manhattan. 

The guilty plea will answer the charge lodged by the U.S. Attorney in Manhattan in an indictment last 
year alleging honest services fraud. In March, the prosecutor tacked on more accusations, claiming the 
veteran lawmaker committed extortion. . 

The federal prosecutor had alleged Seminerio abused his office by inducing clients to his private 
consulting firm with the boast of being able to take care of them in Albany or penalize them if they did 
not sign on with him. . * 1 

Seminerio regrets the pain he has caused his family, colleagues and former constituents whom he 
served for more than three decades," Krinsky said. 

The 74-year-old former New York City prison guard "looks forward to putting behind him this difficult 
chapter of his life, and to spending time with his family and loved ones," his attorney added. 

Seminerio has nearly 47 years of state pension credits, including 15 years in corrections and almost 31 
years in the Assembly. \ ■ 

Federal investigators taped Seminerio extensively, recording dozens of hours of conversation. 

The case against Seminerio was aided by former Queens politician and labor leader Brian M. McLaughlin, 
who quit the Assembly after he was indicted in 2006. In 2008, McLaughlin pleaded guilty to federal 
charges of racketeering and embezzlement. He received a 10-year prison term and agreed to forfeit 
more than $3million. 

In his resignation letter to Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Seminerio said "it was my honor and 
distinct privilege to have served in the Legislature the last 30 years.” 
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Queens Assemblyman Pleads Guilty in Corruption Case 

By COLIN MOYNIHAN AND A. G. SULZBERGER 

John Marshall Mantel for The New York Times Anthony S. Seminerio exiting court after pleading guilty on 
Wednesday. 

Anthony S. Seminerio, a longtime state assemblyman from Queens, pleaded guilty on 
Wednesday to influence-peddling. 

A former prison guard who served in the State Legislature for three decades before 
resigning on Tuesday, Mr. Seminerio was arrested last fall and accused of taking more 
than $i million in exchange for legislative favors since 1999. 

Appearing in Federal District Court in Manhattan, Mr. Seminerio pleaded guilty to a 
single charge of fraud. He read a statement that lasted about a minute, saying, “I knew 
that my conduct was illegal and wrong. ” 

Mr. Seminerio faces up to- 20 years in prison. The United States attorney’s office has 
recommended a sentence of 11 to 14 years and a fine of $17,500 to $175,000. He will 
return to court on. Oct. 20 for a hearing regarding sentencing. 

Dressed in gray flannel trousers and a blue blazer, Mr. Seminerio was polite and attentive 
throughout the hearing, telling the courtroom that he was “74 and a half’ when asked his 
age and that he was “feeling O.K.” when asked about his health.. When Judge Naomi 
Reice Buchwald asked for his plea, he responded in a loud and clear voice: “Guilty, your 
honor.” . 

The indictment in the case said that one New York City hospital, which was not 
identified, paid Mr. Seminerio $310,00.0 through a consulting firm for favorable 
treatment. In his statement, Mr. Seminerio said he had, at one point, “promoted the 
interests of Jamaica Hospital in connection to a New York State matter.” 

Mr. Seminerio said he was a paid consultant at the hospital, which is in Queens. 

The conviction is yet another blow to a State Legislature that has been rife with 
dysfunction — thanks in part to the partisan deadlock that has paralyzed the State Senate 
— with a string of current and former members land in court or in jail, many on 
corruption related charges. 

Indeed, this case was built in part with the assistance of Brian M. McLaughlin, another 
former assemblyman from the Queens, who was sentenced in May to 10 years in prison 
on racketeering charges that included using embezzlement, fraud and bribes. 

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/ 2009 / 06 / 24 /seminerio-pleads-guilty-m-federal-court/ 7 p... 6 / 25/2009 
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Prosecutors described Mr. Seminerio, a Democrat, as particularly bold in his pursuit of 
money in exchange for political favors. According to the indictment, he told executives at 
businesses with dealings with the State Legislature that he could help them if they hired a 
sham consulting firm he had set up, and that he could make life more difficult for them if 
they refused. 

In another example in the indictment, he persuaded an executive at an organization 
dependent on state financing to pay him $700 a month for two years after threatening to 
“kin” any bill the executive was pressing. Between February and June of last year, Mr. 
Seminerio accepted payments of $ 5,000 a month for political favors from an undercover 
agent, according to the indictment. 

As he walked out of the courthouse, he added a brief statement: “I want to apologize to 
my colleagues and my constituents, and to my wife and my family. ” 


Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company | Privacy Policy | NYTimes.com 620 Eighth Avenue New York, NY 10018 
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Guilty Parties: Council Aides to Cop Pleas 


By Tom Robbins in Crime and Punishment, 
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Two former top aides to Brooklyn City Council member 
and foot-doctor Kendall Stewart (pictured) have a date in 
court tomorrow to plead guilty to embezzlement charges 
stemming from last year's massive probe into member 
item slush funds. 


Asquith Reid, Stewart's former chief of staff, and Joycinth 
Anderson, another ex-council staffer, will plead guilty 
before Judge Victor Marrero in Manhattan federal court, 
according to a letter filed with the court last week by 
prosecutors. The pleas were reported yesterday by British Caribbean News. 

In an April, 2008 indictment resulting from a joint city and federal probe, Reid and Anderson 
were charged with conspiring to swipe $145,000 in city funds earmarked for a charity 
honoring Reid’s late daughter. Reid allegedly routed $31,000 to family members in Jamaica, . 
while another $18,000 went to Stewart's political club. The council member said he knew 
nothing of the scams and was not charged. . 

A challenger to Stewart in this year's council elections, Jumaane Williams, is calling on 
Stewart to resign. "Our councilmember should deliver for our community, not take from our ■ 
community. Kendall Stewart cannot claim ignorance," said Williams in a press release. "He 
must resign." ■ ■ 

Apparently it's good weather for guilty pleas. Veteran Queens assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio will cop his own plea to a somewhat larger scheme this afternoon in the same 
Manhattan federal court. Seminerio set up his otvn secret consulting firm, pocketing some $1 
million in fees from clients. 
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Former State assemblyman pleads guilty to ‘honest services* mail fraud 

NEW YORK — Former New York State Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio Wednesday 
pled guilty in Manhattan federal court to defrauding the public of his honest services. 


Seminerio, who represented the 38th Assembly District in Queens until his resignation 
Tuesday, admitted to using a consulting firm he controlled to receive corrupt payments 
from various entities with business before the state. 


From 1999 through September 2008, while an assemblyman, he engaged in a scheme to 
defraud the public of his honest services by using a purported consulting firm, “Marc 
Consultants,” to solicit and receive “consulting” payments from persons and entities 
having business before the state. 


Seminerio did little or no consulting work but received about $1 million from those 
entities, who benefited from , favorable treatment within state government. 
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June 24, 2009 

Assemblyman Steps Down and Admits Guilt in Scheme 

Bv JAMES BARRON 

Assemblyman Anthony S. Seminerio, a Democrat from Queens, has resigned his legislative post and will plead guilty 
. on Wednesday to influence-peddling charges, his lawyer said on Tuesday. 

Mr, Seminerio’s resignation took effect on Monday. He was arrested last fall after a single-count indictment accused 
him of soliciting and receiving “a stream of corrupt payments” from i999*to 2008. 

Prosecutors said Mr. Seminerio charged for his services as a legislator, pocketing about $1 million and arranging 
"favorable treatment” for the businesses that paid him. The money was channeled through a consulting company that 
Mr. Seminerio set up. 

The indictment said that one New York City hospital — not identified in the charges — had paid Mr. Seminerio 
$310,000 through the consulting firm. 

The indictment also said that Mr. Seminerio met with the president of a Queens nonprofit group that depended 
. heavily oh state financing. Mr. Seminerio threatened to "kill” any bills the executive was pressing for unless the 
executive' hired Mr. Seminerio. The indictment said Mr. Seminerio proposed a $700-a-month fee, which the group 
paid for about two years. ’ . 

The indictment also said an undercover agent posing as a client paid Mr. Seminerio’s consulting company $25,000 
between February and June of last year. The agent told Mr. Seminerio that he wanted access to other members of the 
Legislature in connection with a bill to privatize elements of the state’s probation system. 

The indictment said that Mr. Seminerio charged a monthly fee of $5,000, and complained in mid-April that "he had 
not received 'anything’ for March and ‘April's almost gone/ ” 

The indictment said the agent gave Mr. Seminerio a $5,000 check in an Albany restaurant after Mr. Seminerio had 
complained about not receiving "anything,” and Mr. Seminerio said it was "against protocol” to hand over payments 
in the state office building where he worked. 

Mr. Seminerio’s lawyer, Pery D. Krinsky, said that Mr. Seminerio would appear before Judge Naomi Reice Buchwald 
in Federal District Court in Manhattan on Wednesday. 

Mr. Seminerio, who is 74 and was an assemblyman for 31 years, "looks forward to putting behind him this difficult 
chapter of his life, and to spending time with his family and loved ones,” Mr. Krinsky said. Mr. Seminerio could face 
up to 20 years in prison. 
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quits, is expected to plead guilty to fraud charges 


BY KENNETH LOVETT 

DAILY NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


Updated Tuesday, June 23rd 2009, 9:04 PM 


ALBANY - Indicted Assemblyman Anthony Seminerlo suddenly resigned his seat Tuesday - and will plead guilty to a 
fraud charge. . ' 


Seminerio (D-Queens) issued a letter to Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver saying he’s quitting effective Tuesday, 
Silver spokesman Dan Weiller said. 


A law enforcement source said Seminerio will plead guilty today to a felony charge of scheming to defraud the 
public. 


Seminerio’s lawyer Perv Krinskv confirmed the plea. 

" Mr. Seminerio ... regrets the pain he has caused to his family, his colleagues and to his former constituents whom 
he served for more than three- decades," Krinsky said. 

Seminerio, 74, was first charged in September with pocketing $1 million in payoffs through a sham consulting 
company that offered favors to entities with business before the state. * 

In March, the feds added an extortion charge, saying Seminerio threatened to "kill" legislation backed by a nonprofit 
. executive who refused to hire him. .. 


The retired city prison-guard was elected to the Assembly 16-times. He faces up to 20 years behind bars, but is likely 
to get far less. 


http://www.nydailynews.coxn/ny_local/2009/06/23/2009-06-23_embattled_queens_assemb... 6/25/2009 
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Indicted former state Assemblyman Anthony 
Seminerio (D-Richmond Hill) pleaded guilty 
Wednesday in Manhattan Federal Court to 
setting up a fake consulting business to collect 
corrupt payments from entities seeking his 
influence as a legislator, including Jamaica 
Hospital, the U.S. attorney's office for the 
Southern District of New York said. 

The plea came a day after Seminerio abruptly 
resigned from the Assembly after more than 30 
years in office. 

Seminerio, 74, is scheduled to be sentenced OcL 
20 after pleading guilty to defrauding the public of 
his honest services before U.S. District Judge 
Naomi Reice Buchwald, the U.S. attorney said. 

“Instead of using his office to help New Yorkers, 
Anthony Seminerio used his office to help 
himself," acting U.S. Attorney Lev Dassin said in 
a statement. "Anthony Seminerio was caught 
red-handed violating the law and the public's 
trust by taking hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in corrupt payments." * 

Seminerio set up Marc Consultants, a fake 
consulting company, in 1999 and used it to 
funnel illegal payments from those seeking 
favorable treatment in Albany. 

In pleading guilty, Seminerio admitted that 
Jamaica Hospital paid him a consulting fee as it 
tried to acquire another hospital, federal 
prosecutors said. 

Seminerio 1 did not disclose to a state Health 
Department official whom he had spoke to about 
the Jamaica Hospital matter. . 

“I knew that my conduct was illegal and wrong," 

. the former assemblyman said when entering his 
' plea, federal prosecutors said. 
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First published: Thursday, June 25, 2009 
Ex-assemblyman facing 20 years in prison 

ALBANY -- Former Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio admitted Wednesday that he knew what he was 
doing was illegal when he shilled for a Queens hospital" before a state official. 

,f I knew my conduct was illegal and wrong," Seminerio told a federal judge in Manhattan when he 
pleaded guilty to a felony charge of denying the public honest services. He faces up to 20 years in 
prison. An Oct. 20 hearing is set in the case. 

Seminerio is eligible for 75 percent of his final average pay of $90,750, or $68;062 a year from the 
Common Retirement System, according to the State Comptroller's Office. The pension would be less if 
Seminerio chooses an optional benefit package to protect survivors. In his statement in court, the 74- 
year-old Queens Democrat who served as an assemblyman for nearly 31 years, admitted he acted as a 
consultant for Jamaica Hospital before a state agency official last summer. He did not let the state 
official know he was being paid as a representative of the hospital. 

-- James M. Odato 

FDNY disciplines 7 iri fatal ground zero blaze' 

NEW YORK — The city's fire department disciplined seven fire commanders Wednesday over mistakes 
that led to a 2007 blaze at a contaminated .ground zero skyscraper that killed two firefighters.- 

A deputy chief and a captain at the lower Manhattan firehouse that first responded to* the fire were. . . 

permanently stripped of their commands for failing to follow through on orders to make sure the former 
Deutsche Bank building was properly inspected, said Fire Commissioner Nicholas Scopetta. Both men are 
working desk jobs, he said. 

— Associated Press 

French connection at JFK includes police chase ' * 

NEW YORK -- Five French tourists got a harrowing start to their New York visit: a wild police chase. 

As they looked for a ride at the Air France terminal at John F. Kennedy International Airport on Tuesday, 
the visitors were lured to a van that was not licensed to provide taxi service, Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey spokesman John Kelly said. 

Plainclothes police recognized the man who enticed the tourists, Ian McFarland, as a repeat offender. A 
Port Authority officer failed to grab the van keys, but the driver, Khaaiif Preacher, sped off with the 
tourists inside, knocking the officer to the ground, Kelly said. 

Police sped after the van, which snaked through residential streets and traveled about seven miles 
through two boroughs before it crashed through a gate at a U.S. Postal Service facility in Brooklyn. Both 
suspects were arrested. * 

— Associated Press 


http://www.timesmion.com/AspStories/storyprint.asp?StoryrD==813715 
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NY assemblyman pleads guilty 

Associated Press - June 24, 2009 1:15 PM ET 


NEW YORK (AP) - A New York assemblyman accused of collecting $1 million from people who did 
business with the state has pleaded guilty to fraud. 

Anthony Seminerio (seh-muh-NEH'-ree-oh) entered the plea Wednesday in Manhattan. It came 
two days after he resigned from office. 

Sentencing was set for Oct. 20. Prosecutors say federal sentencing guidelines call for the 74- 
year-old Queens resident to spend at least 11 years in prison. 

Seminerio admitted that he failed to disclose a consulting fee from a hospital. He had advocated 
on its behalf last summer to a state agency. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press . AH rights reserved . This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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NY. assemblyman pleads guilty to fraud 

By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press Writer 
June 24, 2009 
NEW YORK 

A New York assemblyman accused of collecting $1 
million from people who did business with the state 
pleaded guilty to fraud Wednesday in a plea deal that 
prosecutors said could result in a sentence of more than 
11 years in prison. 


Anthony Seminerio, 74, entered the plea before U.S. 

District Judge Naomi Reice Buchwald, who set 
sentencing for Oct. 20. The plea came two days after 
Seminerio resigned froin office. He had represented New 
York's 38th Assembly district in Queens since 1978. 

Prosecutors said in court papers that federal sentencing 
guidelines call for the Queens resident to spend at least 
1 1 years in prison. Seminerio, who had heart surgery in 
2003, takes medication for heart problems and high blood pressure, his lawyers said. 

Standing before the judge, Seminerio described what he was admitting he had done wrong as he pleaded 
guilty to a single count of defrauding the public of his honest services. 

Seminerio said he violated U.S. laws when he advocated forand promoted the interests of Jamaica 
Hospital in a July 10 conversation with the representative of a New York State agency without 
disclosing that he was a paid consultant for the hospital. 

"In that conversation, I should have, but intentionally did not, disclose to the representative of the New 
York State agency the fact that I was being paid a consulting fee by Jamaica Hospital," he told 
Buchwald. 

"My conduct had the effect of depriving others of the right of honest services," he said. "I knew that my 
conduct was illegal and wrong." 

The plea came after prosecutors in March expanded the case against Seminerio, saying he used his 
consulting firm, Marc Consultants, to solicit and receive payments of about $1 million from 1999 
through last September. 

The government said he accepted the payments from people and entities having business with the state 
even though he did little or no consulting work. 

http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny-assemblyman-plea0624jun2... 6/25/2009 
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Prosecutors said the entities making payments to him included an educational institution, hospitals and a 
firm engaged in marketing supplemental insurance packages to public institutions. 

In a statement issued after the plea Wednesday, Seminerio's lawyers said their client "regrets the pain he 
has caused to his family, colleagues and former constituents, whom he served for more than three 
decades." 

It added: "Mr. Seminerio looks forward to putting behind him this difficult chapter of his life and to- 
spending time with his family and loved ones." 

Seminerio remains free on bail. 

Copyright 2009 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Indicted NYC assemblyman resigns 

Associated Press - June 23, 2009 3:45 PM ET 


ALBANY, N.Y, (AP) - A New York City assemblyman charged with coiiecting $1 million from people who did business 
with the state is resigning, effective immediately. 

Anthony Seminerio (seh-muh-NEH'-ree-oh) sent a short letter of resignation to the Assembly speaker Monday night 
He doesn't give a reason. 

Federal prosecutors accuse Seminerio, of Queens, of creating a bogus consulting firm to hide payments to him. 
Prosecutors say that between 2000 and September 2008, Seminerio got payments from people who wanted 
favorable treatment in Albany. 

They say he sometimes threatened to make people's lives miserable if they didn't pay. 


Seminerio, 74 and in the Assembly since 1978, has said he is innocent. He could get up to 20 years in prison if 
convicted on the corruption charges. 


Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. A/f rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten 
or redistributed. • 
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craft* new york business.com 

NY assemblyman pleaded guilty to fraud 

Published: June 24, 2009 - 1 :40 pm 

(AP) - A New York assemblyman accused of collecting $1 million from people who did business with the state has pleaded guilty to 
fraud. * 

Anthony Seminerio entered the plea Wednesday in Manhattan. It came two days after he resigned from office. 

Sentencing was set for Oct 20. Prosecutors say federal sentencing guidelines call for the 74-year-old Queens resident to spend at least 
1 1 years in prison. 

Mr. Seminerio admitted that he failed to disclose a consulting fee ’from a hospital. He had advocated on its behalf last summer to a state 
agency. 

©Copyright 2009 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Indicted NYC assemblyman resigns 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 1 10:21 AM 
Associated Press 

ALBANY - A New York City 
assemblyman charged with collecting 
$1 million from people who did 
business with the state is resigning, 
effective immediately. 

Anthony Seminerio sent a short letter of 
resignation to the Assembly speaker 
Monday night. He doesn'tgive a reason. 

federal prosecutors accuse Seminerio, of 
Queens, of creating a bogus consulting 
firm to hide payments to him. Prosecutors ■ 
say that between 2000 and September 
2008, Seminerio got payments from 
people who wanted favorable treatment in 
Albany. 

They, say he sometimes threatened to 
make people's lives miserable if they • 
didn't pay. ' ■ 


Story continues below 
. Advertisement 



. Seminerio, 74 and in the Assembly since 
1978, has said he is innocent. He could 
get up to 20 years in prison- if convicted on 
the corruption charges. 
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Seminerio Steps Down, Pleads Guilty 

By Joseph Orovic 


Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio (D- 
Richmond Hi!!) handed a letter of 
resignation to Speaker Sheldon Silver (D- 
Manhattan) on Tuesday, then pleaded 
guilty to influence peddling on Wednesday, 
ending a 16-term state Assembly career. 

Seminerio reportedly read a minute-long 
statement at Federal District Court in 
Manhattan, where he reportedly admitted 
to knowingly committing illegal acts. 

The United States Attorney’s office 
recommended a 1 1-to-14-year sentence for 
the 74-year-old, as well as a fine ranging 
from $17,500 to $175,000. His sentencing 
is scheduled for Oct. 20. 

Anthony Seminerio 

Seminerio ran uncontested for his 16th 

term in November despite pending 

corruption charges. He was arrested following a federal investigation into his 
consulting practice in September, accused of taking more than $500,000 in 
bribes. ‘ " • 

The veteran lawmaker was fingered during the undercover operation that 
included recorded meetings. In one session, he. allegedly admitted that he had 
started the consulting firm as a means of getting paid for political favors. 
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“I was doing favors for these sons of bitches... They were making thousands,” 
he said in the recordings. “Screw you, from now on, you know, I’m a 
consultant.” 

The race to replace him has already started brewing. 
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Amioos Strike Back: 
Albany In Chaos 
After . IVlonday’g Co u p , 


On the same day of his resignation, three candidates announced their intention 
to replace him. Former state Senate candidate Albert Baldeo, as well as Nick 
Commaiani and Donna Marie Caltabiano - both community activists, plan to 
run for the vacant seat, whether it be in a special election or general election in 
November. 
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The governor has yet to announce how the vacant seat will be filled. 

Baldeo, a South Ozone Park immigration lawyer and Democrat, enters the race 
with $107,000 in his campaign coffers. 

“I’ve continued to be active with local civic groups and continue to help the 
community," Baldeo said. “I’ve also gotten a good relationship with local state 
Senators.” 
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Woodhaven resident and Forest Park Senior Citizens Center director 
Caltabiano has served on School Board 27 and Community Planning Board 9 
for 14 years, which she said gives her name recognition within the southern 
part of the district. The Republican hopes the governor will call for a special 
election. 
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“Our Assembly district is not going to get any member items,” she said, 

referring to Silver’s refusal to accept any pork proposed by Seminerio. “That’s 

not fair that the district should have their member items withheld because of Reacjy-E.o.r-The-Bronx 
the alleged misdeeds of Seminerio.” 

Commaiani brings a history of volunteerism. He serves on Community Board 9, 
the Community Education Council for District 24 and the Glendale Civic 
Association. He also served in the Navy. 

“I’m a volunteer - that’s always what I’ve been. This is why I decided to run,” 
he said. 


http://www.queenstribune.com/news/1245942884.html 
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FEDS SLAP QUEENS LAWMAKER WITH MORE 
CHARGES 

By BRUCE GOLDING 


March 24, 2009 - 

A day after State Sen. Hiram Monserrate was indicted on assault charges in 
.Queens,. another Democratic’lawmaker is in trouble. 

The US Attorney's Office in Manhattan slapped Assemblyman Tony . 
Seminerio, a 73-year-old lawmaker from Queens, with a superseding 
indictment that adds additional allegations of what the feds called 
."extortionate acts." 

Seminerio was originally indicted in December on influence-peddling charges. 
He had pleaded not guilty to those charges. 

The US attorney has charged that Seminerio pocketed $1 million by running a 
"consulting firm" through which he shook down people seeking to do business 
with the state. 
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New Allegations Are Added to Seminerio’s Indictment 

Bv BENJAMIN WEISER . - 

About 10 years ago, Anthony S. Seminerio, an assemblyman from Queens, began asking the president of a 
Queens nonprofit to hire his consulting firm, prosecutors said. 

The executive, whose organization depended on the state for much of its financing, did not respond. The next 
year, according to a revised indictment announced on Tuesday, Mr. Seminerio met with-tihe executive in his 
legislative office in Albany, and said he had been patient for too long and that if the executive did not hire 
him, he would “kill” any bill that the executive tried to have passed. 

After that meeting, the indictment said, the executive hired Mr. Seminerio-, who proposed a monthly fee of 
$700 and was retained for about two years. 

The indictment, filed by federal prosecutors in Manhattan, adds new allegations against Mr. Seminerio, who 
was originally indicted last year in a corruption case. The initial indictment said that since 2000, Mr. 
Seminerio had received about $1 million in consulting fees from hospitals and other entities that had 
business before the state, and in exchange he rewarded them with “favorable treatment” in Albany. 

- When prosecutors first charged the 74-year-old Democrat, who was first elected in 1978, one official said he 
had “put his office up for sale for those willing to pay the right price.” 

' The revised indictment adds accusations of trying to extort executives. 

The nonprofit was not Mr. Seminerio’js only target, according to prosecutors. In 1999, the revised indictment 
says, he approached the founder of a Queens-based consulting business and demanded 50 percent of the 
firm’s gross receipts. 

When the executive resisted his demands, Mr. Seminerio, who had his own consulting business, retaliated, 
the indictment says. The document says that he wrote or called many of the other firm’s clients, pressing 
them to stop paying that firm and to hire his, because he “could do things that the consultant could not.” 

The other firm, which has not been identified, lost its client base as a result, and had to shut down its political 
consulting business, the indictment says. Prosecutors did not disclose the identities of the nonprofit, its 
executive or the consulting firm. 

The indictment also says that beginning in 2004, Mr. Seminerio tried to get a hospital executive to hire his 
firm, and when the executive said that that would not be appropriate, Mr. Seminerio asked if the executive 
“knew how miserable” he could make his life. ' , 
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u Mr. Seminerio is free on bond pending trial. His lawyer, Peiy D. Krinsky, had no comment. If convicted, he 
faces up to 20 years in prison, prosecutors said. 

Jeremy W. Peters contributed reporting. 
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charges 


BY THOMAS ZAMBITO 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER 

Wednesday, March 25th 2009, 4:00 AM 

A Queens assemblyman - already charged with taking $1 miliion in payoffs - faces new accusations that he strong- 
armed people who balked at paying his bribes. 


Anthony Seminerio was slapped with extortion charges Tuesday by federal prosecutors looking to step up the 
pressure on the 74-year-oid lawmaker. * ' 

Seminerio already had been indicted on charges he accepted $1 million in bogus "fees" for his consulting firm from , 
companies trying to do business in Albany . 

In the latest charge, the feds say Seminerio threatened to "kill" legislation backed by a nonprofit executive who 
refused to hire the veteran Democrat. 


The new claims may be an effort to force Seminerio into accepting a guilty piea.'Two weeks ago, Seminerio's 
lawyers revealed that both sides are trying.to work out a deal. 

A hearing has been scheduled for Thursday in Manhattan Federal Court . Seminerio faces up to 20 years in prison if . 
convicted., . ■ ' . 

A new indictment accuses Seminerio of repeatedly pressuring the unnamed executive to hire his consulting firm and 
promised to "bury" him for dealing with.a rival consultant 

After a Januaiy 2000 meeting in Albany, the executive agreed to sign up Seminerio. In return, Seminerio*atiegedly 
promised he wouldn't get too greedy - using a Sicilian colloquialism popularized by the mob. 

"Explaining that he would' not be a gavone about the fee, Seminerio proposed a monthly fee of $700," the indictment 
claims. 

The executive broke off the contract after two years. 

Seminerio attorney Perv Krinskv declined to comment on the new allegations. 

The new indictment adds that in 1999 Seminerio approached a Queens political consultant and demanded a 50% 
share of his business. Seminerio called or wrote the consultant's clients, pressuring them to hire him. The consultant 
was eventually forced to close shop when all his clients left. 


tzambito@nvdailvnews.com 
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Monserrate indicted 
On Assault Charges 
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Time is Running Out 
For MTA Budget Fix 


By Michael Lanza 

Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio (D-Glendaie) faced more allegations 
Tuesday as prosecutors issued a new indictment-charging the embattled poi 
with extortion. 

The indictment alleges that Seminerio threatened various Queens executives 
as he sought cash and cooperation in the pay-to-play scheme. 

. The indictment includes charges that Seminerio threatened to “bury” an 
unnamed Queens hospital executive after seeking the services of a rival health 
care consultation firm. 

. Seminerio then threatened to kill any legislation the executive brought to 
■Albany, according to the indictment. 

Tuesday’s indictment supersedes an original filed in December, when the 
Queens Democrat first-faced federal corruption charges. - • 

Seminerio, 73, was charged with one count of honest services mail fraud after 
allegedly taking approximately $1 million from various businesses in exchange 
for* political favors; The initial complaint had cited half that, approximately 
$500,000 in illegal payments. ' - 

The indictment accused Seminerio of defrauding the public of his honest 
services through a phony consulting firm, Marc Consultants, to solicit and 
receive “consulting” payments from persons and entities with business before 
the state. Seminerio allegedly received approximately $1 million from those 
entities jn exchange for favorable treatment from the state government, the 
indictment said. The organizations included hospitals, a consulting firm with 
links to an educational institution and a business marketing supplemental 
insurance packages to public institutions. 

The veteran lawmaker was fingered during an undercover operation that 
included recorded meetings. In one session, he allegedly admitted that he had 
started the consulting firm as a means of getting paid for political favors. 

“i was doing favors for these sons of bitches. They were making thousands,” 
he said. “Screw you, from now on, you know, I’m a consultant ” . 

Seminerio ran uncontested fora 16th term in November despite the pending 
indictment. 
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NY investigation commission faces 
possible sunset 

By VALERIE BAUMAN and MICHAEL VIRTANEN | Associated Press Writers 
March 14, 2009 


ALBANY, N.Y. - In the 1950s and ’60s, the State Commission of Investigation put 
away mobsters nabbed at the 1957 clandestine gangland meeting in the Southern 
Tier town of Apalachin that confirmed the existence of the Mafia in America. 

Since the 1970s, it took on crooked judges, cops on the take, corrupt union bosses 
and politicians and drug labs. 

But, in a town known for some notorious lawbreakers among its 212 lawmakers, 
many say New York politics did what organized crime couldn't: it iced Albany's top 
cop, ■ ■ ' 

the Commission of Investigation, which hasn't fully investigated an elected state 
official in at least 30 years, will end March 31 unless the state Legislature that good- 
government groups say made it a shadow of its former self renews the SIC's 
enabling legislation. 
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"When it comes to political corruption, the SIC has been MIA," said Blair Horner, 
legislative director for the New York Public Interest Research Group. 

Homer believes the lack of action against lawmakers can be attributed, in part, to 
political influence. Commissioners are appointed by the Senate majority leader, the 
Assembly speaker and the governor, making them less likely to investigate those 
who gave them their annual jobs, he said. They are paid a $101,600 annual salary, 
except for Chairman Alfred Lerner, who is paid $109,800. 

The commission, for example, didn’t investigate former Gov. Eliot Spitzer. who 
resigned in 2008 after he was named In a federal prostitution investigation; or former 
Health Commissioner Antonia.Novello, accused of using state workers to chauffeur 
heron shopping sprees; or former Comptroller Alan Hevesi who pleaded guilty in 
2006 to using state workers as chauffeurs and companions for his wife. 

In the Legislature, the SIC hasn't Investigated Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio . . 
accused of selling access to fellow lawmakers; or the criminal case of Sen. Hiram 
Monserrate, accused of assaulting his girlfriend with a broken glass; or Michael 
Boxley, counsel to powerful Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver , who was taken out of 
the Capitol In handcuffs, charged with rape and eventually pleaded guilty to sexual 
misconduct. 
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Also infamous, and untouched by the SIC, are the sexual exploits that led to a 
crackdown on the legislative intern program, and the many other lawmakers slapped 
with misdemeanors and felonies over the years. 

As for the current biggest political investigation in Albany, former Senate Republican 
leader Joseph Bruno has been indicted by the federal government, accused of using 
his political position to reap millions of dollars as a consultant, claims the SIC found 
too flimsy to pursue. 

'We don’t go after anybody unless there is a complaint against someone," said 
George Friedman, one of six SIC commissioners. "We don't go looking for law 
violators." 

In some cases, other investigative bodies just get to the cases first, Friedman said. 

In Bruno's case, the commission was unable to investigate, due to a "very, very full 
plate," Friedman said. 

"You have to balance the availability of your employees, what assets you can devote 
to which investigations," Friedman said. "The ones that seem the flimsiest fall by the 
wayside and don't get attended to." 

"in New. York City, where most of these things go on, you have five separate pros_ 
district attorneys, full staffs _ and they have the best police department in the world, 
fully staffed to invest in those activities," Friedman said. 


http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny-etMcsreform-sic0314marl4,... 3/26/2009 
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Whether the SIC survives, is combined with other agencies or disappears, good- 
government groups argue that New York needs an entity monitoring lawmakers and 
the executive branch that’s completely independent of political influence. If an 
effective, independent system was put in place, the broad powers the SIC has to 
issue subpoenas, and in some cases offer immunity in exchange for testimony, could 
be effective. 

L<I§£fcrtftfe EtHfdy^offii^ission, for example, has fielded 13 complaints about 
lawmakers since 1995. Twelve ended in no violation and one is pending. 

The Senate Standing Committee on Ethics has not investigated a single senator in 
the past 10 years. Over the same period, the Assembly Standing Committee on 
Ethics and Guidance has investigated four lawmakers and taken action against 
three. 

Only one had to resign „ Democratic Assemblyman Roger Green of New York City in 
2004 after 24 years in office. He pleaded guilty to three misdemeanors for stealing 
from the state by submitting fake travel claims for expenses he never incurred. 
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New Allegations Are Added to Seminerio’s Indictment 

fyfarch 25, 2009 

About 10 years ago, Anthony S. Seminerio, an assemblyman from Queens, began asking the president of a Queens nonprofit to hire his 
consulting firm, prosecutors said. 

The executive, whose organization depended on the state for much of its financing, did not respond. The next year, according to a revised * 
indictment announced on Tuesday, Mr, 'Seminerio met with the executive in his legislative office in Albany, and said he had been patient for 
too long and that if the executive did not hire him, he would “kill” any bill that the executive tried to have passed. 

After that meeting, the indictment said, the' executive hired.Mr. Seminerio, who proposed a monthly fee of $700 and was retained for about two 
■years. . " - - ■ ‘ - - * 

The indictment, filed by federal prosecutors in Manhattan, adds new allegations against Mr. Seminerio; who was originally indicted last year in - 
a corruption case. The initial indictment said that since 2000, Mr. Seminerio had received about $ 1 million in consulting fees from hospitals 
and other entities that had business before the state, and in exchange he rewarded them with “favorable treatment” in Albany. 

When prosecutors first charged the 74-year-old Democrat, who was first elected in 1978, one official said he had “put his office up for sale for 
' those willing to pay the right price.” 

The revised indictment adds accusations of trying to extort executives. 

The nonprofit was not Mr. Seminerio’s only target, according to prosecutors.-In 1999, the revised indictment says, he approached the founder 
of a Queens-based consulting business and demanded 50 percent of the firm’s gross receipts. 

When the executive resisted his demands, Mr. Seminerio, who had his own consulting business, retaliated, the indictment says. The document 
says that he wrote or called many of the other firm’s clients, pressing them to stop paying that firm and to hire his, because he “could do things 
that the consultant could not ” 

The other firm, which has not been identified, lost its client base as a result, and had to shut down its political consulting business, the 
indictment says. Prosecutors did not disclose the identities of the nonprofit, its executive or the consulting firm. 

The indictment also says that beginning in 2004, Mr. Seminerio tried to get a hospital executive to hire his firm, and when the executive said 
that that would not be appropriate, Mr. Seminerio asked if the executive “knew how miserable” he could make his life. 

Mr. Seminerio is free on bond pending trial. His lawyer, Pery D. Krinsky, had no comment. If convicted, he faces up to 20 years in prison, 
prosecutors said. 

Source: NY Times 
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Small Biz Faces New HMO Tax 

New York’s small businesses may be hit with another insurance tax. This 
week, legislators quietly put on the table a new tax on HMO premiums 
that would raise $107 million for the state if implemented. The proposed 
tax replaces one that would have raised only $50 million: an expansion of 
a patient services assessment to include office-based radiology and 
surgical procedures. The state's HMO enrollment has fallen as more 
people switch to insurance products such as PPOs. The proposed tax 
would hit hardest the groups that still gravitate to HMOs: workers at small 
businesses and people who buy HMO products in the individual market. 

Cancer Screenings Threatened 

The Coalition to Save Cancer Screening, a group backed by 
.heavyweights such as the American Cancer Society, is asking Health 
• Commissioner Dr. Richard Daines to help preserve services under the 
state’s Cancer Services Program. The group is lobbying the Legislature 
to reject the Executive Budget proposal for $20.7 million in funding and to 
instead appropriate*$29 million, the real cost of services this year. The 
. group estimates that without the extra money, thousands of at-risk clients 
in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, Westchester and Long Island won’t get 
screenings. ‘This outcome is contrary to the understanding program 
directors received that the $20.7. million budget would not mean reducing 
screening to this priority population,” wrote the ACS’ New York lobbyist, 
Peter Slocum, in a letter to Dr. Daines this week. . - 

Military Aims for New Diagnostic Tool 

Logical Images, a Rochester company that develops tools that help 
visuallydiagnose medical conditions, will have its technology licens.ed by 
the U.S. Department of Defense’s military health system. DOD will pay 
$2.4 million for the right to use the VisualDx product, the company’s 
visual diagnostic decision support system product, at 75 military hospitals 
and -461 clinics worldwide. The product has a database of more than 900 
visually identifiable diseases, including more than 1 25 international 
travel-related conditions. The military hospitals will use VisualDx to train 
military medical staff to better recognize such diseases as SARS, avian 
influenza and infectious diseases brought on by chemical; biological, 
radiological and nuclear weapon exposure. 


Extortion charge added to Seminerio 
indictment 

The federal government yesterday added charges of extortion to its 
indictment of Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio. The 
original indictment, in September, on corruption charges did not ■ 
include extortion. In addition, the latest charges include far more 
details. 

Originally, the government alleged that as a consultant, Mr. 
Seminerio collected a check for $31 0,000 from an unidentified New 
York City hospital and $80,000 from its affiliated managed care plan, 
which were widely reported at the time to be the Medisys system 
headed by David Rosen. The intercepted communications show that 
Mr. Seminerio accepted payments from the hospital at the same 
time he lobbied the governor and took legislative positions with other 
lawmakers at the hospital’s direction. 

According to the new charges, on multiple occasions in the fall of 
2004 Mr. Seminerio asked a senior executive of a different 
unidentified Queen-based hospital to retain the services of his firm, 
Marc Consultants. When the hospital executive refused, Mr. 
Seminerio asked if the hospital executive knew how miserable Mr.* 
Seminerio could make his life. The hospital is identified as one that 
private investors took control of around 2004. Parkway Hospital fits 
that description. 

View the updated criminal complaint in United States District 
Court in Manhattan. 


At A Glance 

TB: New York state celebrated TB Day yesterday by rioting the 1,200 cases of ‘ 
TB in 2008 were the third highest, behind the results in California and Texas, and 
.reflected a 2%‘increase over 2007. In New York City, there were 895 cases, for a 
rate of 1 1 .2 cases per 1 00,000, a 2% decrease from 2007 and a 213% drop over 
the past five years. 

PULSE EXTRA: Today's edition is the fifth in a series identifying the highest-paid 
personnel at New York area hospitals. 
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Tony, Tony, Tony 

Previously indicted South Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio has been indicted . 
again. This time, the Dept, of Justice outline how he used extortion and threats to get 
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MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2009 

McLaughlin, Monserrate and Serainerio: 
Where's the Outrage? 



This morning I read a quote in the union newspaper The Chief that 
made me mad: 


UNITED NYC BLOGS 

Have you checked out Instant 
Optimism today: 
www.brooldynoptimist.com? 5 
days ago 

File away this fun 'fact. Howdy 
Doody had 48 freckles on his 
face - one for each of the 48 states 
at the time. 6 days ago 
In honor of Natasha Richardson . 
everyone should watch The 
‘Handmaid's Tale. -Phenomenal 
dystopian movie. One of my favs. 

' Richardson is amazing. 6 days ago 
■ Buddhist monk-says Twitter can 
: lead to happiness: 
http://tinyurl.com/cta2y48days - 
ago ; 

Who is bigger spurn: Malcolm Smith’ 
or Hiram Monserrate? 
http://tinyurl.c0m/djg2pf 8 days 
ago 

follow me on Twitter 


"Brian McLaughlin was a colleague and a close friend , " said United INSTANTOPTIMISM 

Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten, "and this is a follow me on Twitter 

sad day for him , his family, and the labor movement " 

For those of you who don't know Brian McLaughlin, he is the former your- Brooklyn optimist 

Queens Assemblyman and New York City AFL-CIO Central Labor 

Council President, who plead guilty on March 7th to federal 

racketeering charges, so that instead of facing 30+ years in prison, 

he'll likely only end up with 8 to 10. 

McLaughlin's crimes were particularly despicable. He ripped off $2.2 
million from union members and City taxpayers to spend on stuff 

http://brooMynoptimist.blogspot.com/2009/03/mclaughlm-monserrate-and-semineriois.html 3/26/2009 
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like a luxury house on Long Island, a Mercedes Benz, and country 
club fees. He even plundered money from a Little League set up for 
the children of union members. To quote the same Chief article, 
when McLaughlin learned that one of his corrupt confederates had 
spent $2,800 on equipment for the kids rather than stealing it all, 
McLaughlin lashed out: ,f [A]ll that fucking money he’s fucking 
spending on other stuff, that ain't his money ... that's mine." 

Nice guy, huh? 

You'd think so from the tone of Randi Weingarten's aforementioned 
quote in The Chief Weingarten makes it sound like McLaughlin was 
a good person who somehow lost his way and carelessly fell into 
bilking Little Leaguers. I wonder if she would publicly express the 
same messianic compassion for Bernard Madoff. 

Now, the intention of this post is not to criticize Weingarten. She is 
merely representative of a political power structure that hardly ever 
breaks rank to criticize.its members, even when they are deserving of 
' our utmost scorn and contempt. ■ 

How bad does an elected official have to be to provoke criticism from - 
their colleagues? These days it seems like that there's no crime a 
politician can commit that is so heinous that their party's leaders 
. bother to condemn them. - 

Take Congressman Joe Crowley, the head of the Queens Democratic 
Party. Crpwley was one of the Congressmen who expressed moral 
outrage last week at A.I.G. execs for receiving millions in bonuses. 

. Surely, if Crowley could muster so much anger over legal bonuses, 
he must have blown his top when he learned his longtime friend 
Brian McLaughlin had admitted to stealing over two million bucks 
from innocent people. 

What was Crowley's comment on McLaughlin's crimes? Over two 
weeks after McLaughlin's guilty plea, he still hasn’t made one. (And 
why hasn’t the press demanded one?) 

But then again, neither has any other elected official from Queens. 

Or any Citywide politician, for that matter. What about the 
candidates for Mayor, Comptroller, or the ombudsman of the people, 
Public Advocate? Not a word. 

Sadly, this is an all-too-familiar silence. Not one politician stood up 
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to condemn disgraced Queens Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio 
either when he was arrested last September for allegedly using a 
dummy consulting firm to take $500,000 in payoffs* from people 
seeking his favor in Albany. According to the indictment, Seminerio, 
a 30-year incumbent, was caught on tape explaining the rationale for 
his scheme: "I was doing favors for these sons-of-bitches there, you 
know, they were— they were making thousands. 'Screw you, from 
now on, you know, I’m a consultant/” 

Even State Senator Hiram Monserrate has escaped public reproach 
from his colleagues. Monserrate, who recently leapt from the City 
Council to the Senate, made the front page of every paper in the city 
in December when he was arrested for allegedly slashing his 
girlfriend with a broken glass during a fight The incident wasn't the 
first blow to the beleaguered State Senator from Queens. Monserrate 
was already embroiled in an investigation into a highly dubious 
nonprofit he directed $250,000 in City money to called Libre, which 
was run by Julissa Ferreras, his former chief of staff and successor to 
his Council seat 


Fiona Lucia Pehme . 

>- 2008 (168) 

2007 (1) 
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How did Senate Majority Leader Malcolm Smith punish Monserrate, ■ 

who was indicted this morning on felony assault charges? By . * 

throwing him a fundraiser last week! - 

What did the Working Families Party do to chastise Ferreras for her • ‘ 

role in Libre? They endorsed her bid for City Council . 

The fact that our politicians, for one reason or another, have 
collectively decided that it is either inappropriate or, worse, 
inexpedient to denounce their colleagues-turned-criminals is morally 
repugnant. When politicians ignore the profound injury done to 
.society when the public trust is violated, they minimize this most 
serious of crimes in the eyes of the people and send a tacit message 
to other corrupt elected officials not to woriy because their party will 
be behind them no matter what. 

They also perpetuate an environment where district attorneys feel no 
pressure to investigate their fellow electeds. The whole system 
becomes a polite detente, governed by the cynical principle that one 
hand whitewashes the other. 

This system works just fine for parly insiders and our elected 
officials, but it damns the rest of us to endure a government stripped 
of accountability, transparency, and courage. 

http://brooklynoptimist.blogspot.com/2009/03/mclaughlin-monserrate-and-semineriois.litml 3/26/2009. 


wayu vpiumau iviui.,augxjLmx, iviunscuaic auu ocrameno: wjpere*sxne uuirage 

( ( 


POSTED BY ABOUT THE OPTIMIST AT 2:30 PM ES ' 

LABELS: ANTHONY SEMINERIO, BERNARD MADOFF, BRIAN MCLAUGHLIN, 
HIRAM MONSERRATE, JOE CROWLEY, JULISSA FERRERAS, LIBRE, RANDL 
WEINGARTEN 


1 COMMENTS: 

Queens Crapper said... 

Vallone called the married Gallagher r s decision to have sex with a ■ 
woman in his Middle Village office last summer "unwise, " but ■ 
added: "He did not commit the cHme of rape.. Justice is now done" 

"The judge did the right thing in dismissing this indictment , and I 
would ask that the district attorney hot seek to re-present it because 
justice is now done , " Vallone added. ■ 
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